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from the 
principal

CRAIG EDWARDS
PRINCIPAL

Front Cover Image by Erin Hyde

At the college this year we have our teachers working in 
teams on action research projects. These teams meet 
each fortnight and work collaboratively on improving 
an aspect of their teaching practice. Some of this work 
includes research in the following areas: Improving 
feedback for student progress; strategies for writing for 
students with additional needs; using technology to 
enhance classroom discussion; and frequent formative 
assessment in Mathematics. Last semester the teaching 
staff from both Dickson and Gungahlin Colleges 
came together to share the work they are doing to 
improve outcomes for students. The event provided 18 
different workshops for teachers to choose from, in a 
broad range of areas. The combined teaching staff of 
both colleges is approximately 150. This professional 
learning event was hosted at Gungahlin and this 
semester Dickson will reciprocate and host Gungahlin 
staff in November this year.

Moderation Day will also take place this week. This 
event occurs twice a year and involves all teachers in 
the ACT Senior Secondary system, from Government 
and non-government schools. During moderation 
teachers review portfolio samples of student work 
and evaluate if the correct grade has been assigned 
according to standards outlined in the respective 
course. This moderation process ensures system-wide 
comparability of grades on the ACT Senior Secondary 
Certificate. Along with this quality assurance process 
comes the sharing of teachers work and assessment 
items which helps our teachers improve their everyday 

work with students. While it is a pupil free day all 
students should use the time wisely and catch up on 
work and assignments.

I would like to draw attention to the upcoming Public 
Education Awards. It is the centrepiece event that 
recognises and celebrates the achievements and 
outstanding work of our school staff. Anyone can 
nominate and I would encourage you to show your 
support today. Nominations close 4pm Friday 12 August. 
For more details please see the Education Directorate 
website www.education.act.gov.au . 

Thank you to all the students, parents and teachers 
that recently responded to our Canteen survey. This 
valuable information will now be shared with the 
College and the canteen operator. In the survey several 
students commented on the physical environment of 
the canteen and its furniture. I am pleased to say that 
this issue is being addressed with the canteen area 
refurbishment, as part of the College’s Master plan, 
with work due to start in August. The current schedule 
of works has stage 1 of the refurbishment completed 
before the start of term 4. This will be just in time 
for our 40th Birthday celebration week beginning 24 
October. 

For more information on our 40th Birthday please see 
our Facebook page. 

Collaboration as a strategy to improve 
outcomes for all students

http://www.education.act.gov.au
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FUTSAL
The school girls’ futsal team travelled to Gungahlin College to take on Canberra College in the final of 
the futsal tournament.

After being undefeated for the tournament our team started well with some crisp passing from the 
kick off and a goal in the first 30 secs. It was looking ominous for a QLD v NSW dominating victory but 
the Canberra team surged with many attacking opportunities. At half time the score was 2-2. After a 
short but assertive team huddle the girls went out and played some quality football with Grace Maher 
chipping the keeper from halfway (and when I say chipping I mean sending a bullet that just floated 
under the bar… awesome!!!) to go up 4-3 with 2 minutes left. This was not all she wrote however with 
Canberra scoring with 2o secs left. So we moved to overtime with 3mins each way.

This is where the composure and class of the Dickson team came to the fore with Dickson scoring 3 
goals and Canberra managing to get a late one back.

Final Score 7-5!!!

An epic game and a great result which the girls thoroughly deserved. Please congratulate them next 
term.

Amy Heiden
Grace Maher
Jas Mcguire
Olivia Kerr
Aleka Serras
Molly Nelson
Tara Gilfilan
Annika Koivisto

PE



Inter College Oztag

Hamish Dawson   Tom Kitcher    Lachie O’Regan
Dean Medved    Tait Caldwell    Jamie Stewart
James Butz    Daniel Hawker    Kelly White
Marcus McDonalds   Tom Fretwell    Molly Nelson
Jibou Forfanah   Jack Windross    Jordan Kain
Isaac Hunter    

First game of Oztag for the season and the team put on a real show running out comfortable winners 
over Canberra College 10-5 in very moist conditions at Dickson.  The big test will be against Erindale 
ahead of the Oztag Championships.

Inter College Volleyball
Boys
Joe Poretti    Gallen Barritt 
Meric Woodbridge   Conor Livingstone
Harry Thompson   Chris Pesic
Daniel Clink    Joe Hatch
   
Boys got dusted by Lake G’s AIS rep team…..but not without a fight!
 

Girls
Chelsea Souter   Felicity Yates
Asta Witt    Rachel Armstrong
Aleka Serras    Emily Corkery
Emily Oglive    Sophie Ingham
Myah Jetter    Sonia Kemara
Sakshu Ranabhat   

Erindale forfeited so the girls ran a thorough training session to work on their combinations coming into 
the regular season and possible Melbourne trip.  Thanks to the Supercoach twins Kelly and Eli

Mixed hockey

Jazz Allnut    Kate Kitson
Jess Caley    Tilda Barriett
Sarah Dawson    Tess Stirling
Ricky Dawson    Harry Tear
Alex Adams    Elise Kellett
Joe berry    Lola MacGillivray
Daniel Polvato   Lillee Keane

Awesome day out with the team, unfortunately results 
didn’t come and we lost all games by very narrow 
margins but the team continually improved with Jazz 
Allnut scoring our only goal for the day in the last game!



Year 11 student Grace Maher is currently representing Australia as part of the Young Matildas (Australian 
under-20 team) at the ASEAN Women’s Football Championship in Myanmar.  This tournament is open to 
the 12 countries making up the South East Asian football federation with each other nation, apart from 
Australia whose players are all 19 years or younger, entering their national team into the tournament.

In the Young Matilda’s opening game vs Malaysia, Grace, shown in shirt 19 in the front left of the team 
photo, was not only selected in the starting 11 but scored in the 89th minute to cement the team’s 4-0 
victory. 

Dickson College Student on the International Stage

The Australian under-20’s followed up this win with a 20-0 demolition of Timor Leste and 1-1 draw with 
hosts Myanmar to finish top of their group. 
This means they went on to play Thailand in their semi-final on Tuesday 2nd August.

Our girls went down 2-1 to Thailand’s national team despite a goal from Grace to put the Young Matildas 
in front in the 11th minute. 
It’s worth noting that Grace not only started but also appeared to have the great honour of wearing the 
captain’s arm-band! Not a bad effort for someone who missed most of the nationals that assisted with 
team selection thanks to a concussion!



ARTS
Textiles and Fashion
The Textiles and Fashion Students are busy designing a label and logo for Marketing a Designer Label. 
However, the first two weeks our room was turned into a simulated factory where all the students worked 
in teams to make a bag. The more experienced sewers were the facilitators and the beginners were on 
a steep learning curve, following instructions and learning to sew. Then there was the inspection of the 
goods, quality control and final evaluations.

The Factory 
Line

Esther Cox, Jordan Crooks, Eilis Fitt, Keelin Howe, Aimee 
King and Emma Maling had their work in Limelight 
exhibition held at Canberra School of Art Gallery. Check 
out Textiles Workshop Facebook page on 26 July for 
photos and comments https://www.facebook.com/
anutextilesworkshop/ . 

You will also see a post on 28 July with a photo of Alex 
Royds, recent graduate of Dickson College, who will be 
helping out for ANU School of Art open day on Saturday 
27 August http://soa.anu.edu.au/open-day
Students can book in for a Portfolio review as well as see 
all the exciting workshops and speak to current students 
and Lecturers.

Keelin Howe

Emma Maling and Jordan Crooks

https://www.facebook.com/anutextilesworkshop/
https://www.facebook.com/anutextilesworkshop/
http://soa.anu.edu.au/open-day
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Limelight 2016
This year’s annual Limelight Arts exhibition included many artworks from Dickson College. 

Step into the Limelight is the Territory’s creative and performing arts showcase event for public 
schools. It began in 2007 and has grown to become the largest youth Arts event in the ACT. More 
than 1600 students from over 65 public schools from Pre-School to Year 12 will work closely with 
professional artists, tertiary institutions and arts organisations to develop outstanding artistic works 
for the show. The performance is held at the AIS Indoor Arena.

For more information about limelight see http://www.education.act.gov.au/limelight 

Dickson College students whose work is being exhibited includes:

Digital Photography:
Anna Grubel, Claudia Saballa-Hobbs, Mitch Deigan, Julia McGregor, Rach Armstrong, and Hannah 
Phemister

Textile and fashion students:
Esther Cox – Pink Pop frock
Jordan Crooks – Summertime Blues frock
Eilis Fitt – What a Mint Print Shirt
Keelin Howe – Faces frock
Aimee King – Fabulous frock
Emma Maling – Get into Gear this Summer frock

SIEC students:
Sandra Mihigo – self portrait
Shunsuke Yoshino – self portrait

Visual Arts:
Aimee King – Post Modern chair
Farista Arzoo – mixed media
Genvieve Beaumont - Post Modern chair
Daniel Fisher – mixed media
Mia Frewin – Ceramics
Imogen Ogborne – Ceramics (face jug)
Eve Pasipanodya – Ceramics

Digital Photography: Anna Grubel- Tool

http://www.education.act.gov.au/limelight 
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Eilis Fitt Yoshino Shunsuke - Self Portait

Digital Photography: 
Rachel Armstrong - Chaydin

Digital Photography: 
Julia McGregor - Still life
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Hey folks

We have a bourgeoning Black & White Film photography course at Dickson and we are always on the 
lookout for used 35mm cameras. If you have such a camera that is no longer used, our students would 
love to give it a second life.

Donations are gratefully receives but we will purchase where possible.

Please contact Richard Manning (Arts SLC) richard.manning@ed.act.edu.au

Thanks kindly

35mm Cameras

Left: 
Dancers - 
Emma Maling

Reading – Sienna Pritchard

P.S. if there are any 30mm or 50mm lenses 
for Canon digital cameras out there 
please let me know.  Our Media Video 
production unit can put them to great 
use. Once again donations gratefully 
accepted.

Right:
Burnt Flowers  
Hannah 
Phemister

mailto:richard.manning%40ed.act.edu.au?subject=
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Two of our Arts faculty members have lead roles in productions opening over the next fortnight so 
these provide a couple of good opportunities to get out and about with your fellow Dicksonians.

OPTION 1: MACBETH
See Chris Zuber (Drama Chris not Maths Chris….at least not this time) play the title role of ‘that Scottish 
Play’ in Canberra Repertory Society’s production which will play at Theatre 3 at the ANU from Thursday 
4th - Saturday 20th August.

As a bonus prize you can also see current year 12 student Nelson Blattman of ROAD fame play 
Fleance/Caithness/Apparition 3 and King AND Dickson graduate Synan Chohan as Murderer/Lord/
attendant(ensemble)/Angus/Apparition 2 and King.  

Some Cool News

You can get more information at http://
canberrarep.org.au/page/shakespeares-
macbeth

OPTION 2: ANYTHING GOES
See Kelly Roberts (Psychology and Dance) play the principal role of Reno  in the Canberra Philharmonic 
musical production of Anything Goes which will play at the Erindale Theatre from Thursday 11th August 
- Saturday 27th August.

We have been assured that there is not as much tap dancing as you might first think....but if you 
happen to like tap there is infinitely more than in Macbeth.

As a bonus prize you can also see year 12 student Jason Sarossy play the ensemble part of John.

You can get more information at http://philo.org.au/tickets/anything-goes/ 

http://canberrarep.org.au/page/shakespeares-macbeth
http://canberrarep.org.au/page/shakespeares-macbeth
http://canberrarep.org.au/page/shakespeares-macbeth
http://philo.org.au/tickets/anything-goes/ 
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You may be aware that Dickson College has a Student Leadership Group. This group is mentored by 
one of our PE teacher super coaches Scott Eastburn – and deputised by super coach PE teacher and 
year Co-ordinator David Boyle.

The DC leadership team recently created a great promotion to get students and teachers eating the 
most important meal of the day, breakfast!  This free breakfast will be run every Wednesday at 8.15am 
so the invitation is to feel free to sleep in, skip breakfast at home and get some toast on your walk 
through the canteen. The toast is free, but if you would like to donate, you can 

The students running the free breakfast are:
• Saskia Weerasinghe
• Giaan Keir
• Tina Nguyen
• Catherine Ouyang
• Elise Kellett

All money raised will be going straight to the Refugee Bridging Program so get around these awesome 
students who have volunteered their time and effort to providing you with a free breakky.

Next week they are also running a Vinnies clothing drive, so bring along any old clothing that you are 
willing to donate.  

Student Leadership Group
#teamToast
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LIBRARY
Welcome to Ulla-Maija Dunkerley who is replacing Gary Floyd as teacher librarian. Gary has retired 
after many years of service and we have really appreciated all the care and support he provided for 
students. Ulla-Maija  is already well-known at the college and has taught many of the students. Ulla is 
looking forward to working with and supporting all students.

In this busy term students have enjoyed more computer access in the library. The Secondary 
Introductory English Centre Computer Room (18 PCs), adjacent to the library, is now available for 
students to use whenever it is free. 35 Chromeboxes have replaced the PCs in the library. The 
Chromeboxes use wifi and a monitor and run Chrome OS, just like the Chromebook laptops. Students 
use their Backpack for Office 365, Google Classroom, Google Drive and their school Gmail. Our 45 
Chromebook laptops are very popular. They are available for loan during the day, but students cannot 
take them home. Students use their Backpack for the various applications. Find the Backpack on the 
tab at the top of Dickson College website home page or https://backpack.ed.act.edu.au

OverDrive ebooks and audiobooks
All ACT government school students have access to a great collection of over 5000 ebooks and 
audiobooks  - for primary, high school, college and adults. They can be accessed on computers and 
other devices. Find them in Oliver, the library catalogue, which is available in the Backpack. Search 
for titles, authors and subjects in Oliver (ebooks have a tablet icon), click on it and then click Borrow 
OverDrive ebook. For personal devices, allow pop-ups in your browser and download the OverDrive 
app: http://app.overdrive.com Have a browse – there’s lots of great titles to be discovered!

https://backpack.ed.act.edu.au
http://app.overdrive.com
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Book Week 20-26 August. Theme - Australia! Story Country
Each year the Children’s Book Council of Australia chooses the best Australian children’s books in 
various categories – early childhood; younger readers;  picture books; older readers and information 
books. The ‘older readers’ books are suitable for high school and college. Winning books in each 
category are announced during Book Week. 

To celebrate Book Week, we will have a display of excellent fiction and non fiction books by Australian 
authors. Students can take part in our annual daily trivia quiz, with questions about literature, films, 
Australia, science, history, geography and popular culture. Students can also solve our multiple choice 
Australian film & book quiz. 
https://cbca.org.au/
Shortlist: https://cbca.org.au/shortlist-2016
Notables: https://cbca.org.au/notables-2016

National Science Week 13-21 August
This week is celebrated with special events around Australia. Check the website for ACT events such as: 
An evening with the ACT Scientist of the Year (yet to be announced); Celluloid’s secrets revealed – film 
preservation (National Film & Sound Archive); Mt Stromlo Observatory Public Night; Geoscience Open 
Day; Water exploration in the solar system; Scinema International Science Film Festival. Professor  
Brian Cox is also presenting Journey into deep space on 9 Aug at the Canberra Theatre.
http://www.scienceweek.net.au/

We look forward to helping all students with their research, reading and assignments!
The Library Team – Lindy Hathaway, Ulla-Maija Dunkerley and Julie England.

SheLeads College Forum 
My time at the ‘ SheLeads College Forum’

Last week I attended the ‘She leads College Forum’ at the University of 
Canberra. It was organised by the YWCA, Canberra. At the forum I met 
lots of amazing girls from different colleges all around the ACT. The 
main purpose of the program was to discuss leadership and what it 
takes to become a good leader. We also touched on the topic of female 
empowerment. For the most part of the day we did group and pair 
activities during which we shared our opinions on the problems we face 
as females in today’s society. I met lots of inspirational female speakers 
who have changed my thinking of how males and females can only do 
certain jobs and how you can do whatever it is you want to do in this life. 
Overall it was an amazing experience, I had a wonderful time, made new 
friends and met people that inspire me to become a better person. I am 
very thankful that I got the opportunity to be part of this program thanks 
to Mrs Ros. It was one to remember. 

Joy Igba  (Year 11)

https://cbca.org.au/
https://cbca.org.au/shortlist-2016
https://cbca.org.au/notables-2016
http://www.scienceweek.net.au/
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JAPANESE
The semester has had a busy start in Japanese. Staff and students welcomed to their classes, 5 Kozu 
High exchangees in Week 2 and 3 from our Friendship School in Osaka, Japan. A huge thank you to 
their lovely accompanying staff member, Kawasaki Sensei and special thanks to the McFaul, Howes 
and Holberton, Clark and Price, Waxman and Dawson, Davy, and Barlow families for their amazing 
support in welcoming these guests into our community. We enjoyed their contributions to our studies 
in Japanese and look forward to meeting them next year in Japan during the 2017 Japan Trip. Please 
see a letter from the visiting students below.

We are also very grateful to the lovely Christie Sensei and Misato Sensei who presented their journeys 
in relation to their experiences of the Great East Japan Earthquake Disaster as volunteer translator/
editors of publications of survivors, and working volunteer in Fukushima respectively. Our program is 
made richer by the contributions of these individuals who we would like to publically thank.

We are looking forward to welcoming our Sister School from Nara later in the semester and more 
details will follow in the next newsletter. Thank you to those who have elected to be host families for 
their annual visit to coincide with the Canberra Nara Candle Festival.

Japanese is taught by Nelle Horsington janelle.horsington@ed.act.edu.au 

mailto:janelle.horsington%40ed.act.edu.au%20?subject=
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Dear all of you at Dickson College,

We had a really good time studying at 
Dickson College and staying with our 
host family.

At school, we thought it was cool that 
it is so ethnically diverse. Everyone 
there was friendly. We could know 
how school life in Australia was. Our 
host family treated us as if we were a 
member of their family. 

We were so lucky that our buddies and our host family were so nice.
We can’t thank you enough.
Our experience in Australia will be one of our most precious memories, and also we think the things 
we learned here will help us from now on.
Thank you so much!

Shunya, Soma, Miho, Elena, Nene 
from Kozu Senior High School



DICKSON COLLEGE NEWSLETTER   /   16

Our ANU Maths Day team practised on Thursday afternoons throughout the first semester. Some keen 
year elevens came to the practices to prepare for 2017. The competition was on Friday May the 20th, 
and the competition was fierce. There were 30 teams from colleges in the ACT and NSW.

The day consists of various challenges, including the Cross Contest, where teams complete a crossword 
puzzle with numbers rather than letters. One part of the team has the across clues, and another the 
down clues. Communication is through the supervisor only. We smashed it, earning the top score. 
Overall we came second in the whole competition, making us the top mathematical public college in 
the ACT.

Kate Gibbins, Michael Robertson, Eric Hall, Dimple Bhatia and Bhavesh Sharma were greeted by 
enthusiastic applause when we shared the wonderful news at assembly. 

The new STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) faculty is 
planning some innovative events. Students who are interested in studying 
STEM at universities can have a day of online experience with professionals in 
STEM-related careers. Students who are interested in a variety of careers can 
meet people who use maths in their workplace at the Maths at Work Forum.  It 
is on the 14th of September, during lunch time in the Anthill Theatre.

MATHS
STEM News
Our Maths students have been working very hard and 
finished the first semester successfully. Beautiful posters 
demonstrating the usefulness of calculus are decorating 
our corridor, along with innovative pictures drawn with 
curves. The second semester will be zooming past with next 
instalment of brain-filling life-fulfilling maths.
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CAREERS
This is a busy time of year for the Careers area of Dickson College. In week 3 we took a large number of 
students to the annual Careers Xpo held at EPIC. This is an extremely beneficial excursion as it allows 
students to browse and speak to people from various areas of industry and further education.

UAC/VTAC Information Sessions
The ACT/NSW University Admission Centre (UAC) and the Victorian Admissions Centre (VTAC) opened 
for registration to courses on 3 August 2016. All Year 12 students should have by now received their PIN 
number to access and register for courses. The Careers staff gave a presentation to all Yr 12 students 
contemplating further study at university etc., to fully explain the registration and course selection 
process, on Monday 1 August. 

An information night on the UAC/VTAC process is also to be offered to parents and students on the 
evening of 24 August 2016, 5.30pm to 6.30pm, to be held at Dickson College.

These two information sessions will also involve an explanation of the Schools Recommendation 
Scheme (which is detailed below), the Equity Scholarships, and the Education Access Schemes 
application process for 2016/17.

Representatives from various tertiary institutions will be at the school to present information to 
students on the dates outlined below. These sessions have voluntary attendance.
University of Melbourne – Thursday 4th August, 3-4pm
University of Canberra – Thursday 18th August, 1:15- 2pm
Australian National University – Thursday 25th August, 1:15 – 2pm

The ANU and UC are also attending for a full day later in the term for students to elect to have a 
one-on-one interview if they feel they need more specific assistance. The details for this are outlined 
below. Students will be advised how to book appointments for these sessions closer to the dates.

UC – Thursday 15th September (Week 9)
ANU – Thursday 22nd September (Week 10)

CIT Information Day
For students who may be interested in studying courses at CIT we will have a CIT careers representative 
coming in to the school for the full day of Wednesday, 17 August. He will be available in the Careers 
Office and is happy to speak to any students who drop in for information or assistance in enrolling 
into CIT courses and their pathways into future study.

An excursion for students interested in studying aged, disability and childcare and also enrolled 
nursing, is planned during term 3 to both ACU and CIT to look at the courses offered in these areas.
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Transitions 
Year 12s - Career conversations with Year 12 students have also begun. These are organised so that 
the Careers staff can discuss with students their plans and preparation for their futures. These will be 
conducted throughout term 3.

Year 10s – The Career staff will be visiting our main feeder high schools this term to offer career and 
course selection advice to those students who are enrolling at Dickson College. This is done prior to 
the actual enrolment of students into their class choices for 2017, to enable students to have a greater 
understanding of what they may need for study after college.

Please make an appointment with the Careers staff if you have any concerns about courses and 
options for the future.

Schools Recommendation Scheme
Any student wanting to attend university can apply for the Schools Recommendation Scheme. Below 
outlines the process for students wishing to apply for the SRS. SRS applications open Wednesday 3 
August and close September 19 for the college to rate the applications. 
1. Apply through UAC - select SRS 
2. Make an appointment to see a careers advisor
  a. Obtain copy of academic record 
  b. Obtain ATAR estimate 
3. Complete supporting statement
4. Nominate your teacher referee
5. Meet with Principal and submit application

If you need further information please make an appointment with the careers staff.
Careers Staff: Erica Brown, Leica Burt and Lia McKerihan



www.dicksonc.act.edu.au
ph: 02 6142 0140  |  fax: 02 6142 0166 
email: info@dicksonc.act.edu.au

www.dicksonc.act.edu.au
mailto:info@dicksonc.act.edu.au

