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From The Principal
Dear Families, Students and Community

It is amazing to consider that Semester One is 
already finished.  Term Two is always challenging 
as the weather cools and the workload grows 
and I know that both students and staff will need 
a well-earned rest during this school holiday 
period!

I have already written to all of you to tell you I will 
be moving to a new role next term.  I once again 
thank you all for the support you have given me 
since I arrived at Dickson College.  This school 
is truly a community and the commitment of 
students, staff and families is what makes DC an 
incredible place of learning. 
 
Over the past three years we have increased 
enrolment numbers by over 100 students.  
We have also improved our student learning 
outcomes in many ways – through developing 
engaging learning programs, support staff 
development through Communities of Practice, 
improving the transition of students through 
engaging heavily with our feeder high schools 
and involving students in decision making in our 
master planning process.  

We have increased the number of students 
gaining their Year 12 Certificate from 85% to 
over 90% in that period of time and all of this 
with an incredibly diverse student population.  
I know this growth and improvement will 
continue well into the future!

Mark Bishop will be acting as Principal for the 
first part of next term and I am very confident I 
leave our school in highly capable hands.

Best wishes to each and every one of you and 
again, many thanks for all you have taught me 
over these last years.

Many thanks
Kerrie

Student Support Fundraiser
In 2013 Dickson College began raising funds for one of our students, Soraj Ghulam Habib. Soraj was a student in the 
Refugee Bridging Program and lost both his legs in a cluster bomb accident in his homeland of Afghanistan. Soraj was 
sponsored to come to Australia because of the community work he has done speaking about cluster bombs. The operation 
and rehabilitation for Soraj to have prosthetic legs was very expensive but has made a huge difference to this amazing 
young man’s life. Thanks to the overwhelming support of the Dickson College community, Soraj was able to walk on stage 
at his graduation to receive his Year 12 Certificate.
Dickson College intends to set up a Trust fund for Soraj, with the purpose of this trust being for medical, therapeutic, 
rehabilitation and quality of life purposes. There is currently $40,777.82 in the account, and this is a remainder from our 
fundraising efforts in 2013.
Any further donations to support medical, therapeutic, rehabilitation and quality of life purposes for Soraj can be made 
directly to ACT Public Trustee from 1 August 2015.
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Hospitality
Last month, all Hospitality students worked together to prepare a range of canapés and hors d’oeuvres for 
Dickson College Open Night. Using the skills they have learned combined with their own personal experiences 
and creations, students worked tirelessly preparing and presenting a range of finger food to cater for the needs 
of 1200 guests, such as gluten free chocolate brownies, sweet corn fritters, tiramisu, quichettes, tomato and 
olive crostini. Guests were also served a selection of juices and teas.

Students took on leadership positions, such as 
head chef, sous chef, maître d and food and service 
attendants. They worked well together in their teams 
and went beyond what was expected of them to 
make this a successful event.
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Foundations

Congratulations Jamie
The Foundations staff and students congratulate Jamie Owen of year 12 on completing his Job Ready course 
with the Australian Training Company. Jamie has received a Statement of Attainment in Business and a White 
Card and Asbestos Awareness Certificate.

Is that a miniature pony on the oval?
We were lucky to have Michelle’s  miniature pony 
Zalika visit us recently. The students enjoyed 
patting her and leading her around the oval. They 
also explored her horse float that is fitted out with 
bunk beds and a kitchen.
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Japanese Our DC Japan Trip leaves in less than 100 

days and students are about to commence 
their Cultureshock© Program to prepare for 
our adventure.

Thanks to our guest Japanese Teaching Assistant from 
Tokyo, Hiro Sensei who left us in week 8 to continue his 
travels around Australia.

Hiroki and Jianna from our Continuing Japanese class recently presenting about popular 
culture to Year 10 students at Campbell High as part of our Cluster Kyodai (Brothers and 
Sisters) Program
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Dearest readers

The new look in town?  The one that is fresh, 
energetic and vibrant.  The look that is exciting and 
turns heads.  The look that elicits stares of wonder 
and whispers of excitement. Yes it’s us. The Arts and 
PE.

We have settled, for the time being, on our name 
and, somewhat predictably, we are (still) known as 
The Arts and PE with an ethos of energy, focus, 
commitment and enthusiasm combined to form an 
athletic powerhouse of creative inspiration.

The semester has been busy but tremendous fun 
and of tremendous value in the education of DC’s 
young people.  
There have been our continued sporting successes, 
as well as the odd loss, but they have all been 
characterised by a sense of fair play, participation, 
team work and commitment from staff, coaching 
tirelessly a multiplicity of teams, and students alike.

Greetings once more

The music performances at lunchtime, the concerts of an 
evening and the dance performances at Open Night were 
simply wonderful.  They revealed a depth and quality of 
talent in our students that made one proud of them and of 
their teachers for providing opportunity and experience.

The Visit, DC’s Yr 12 Drama production for 2015 was 
outstanding and elicited praise from staff, students, 
members of the public, many with no direct connection to 
the College which speaks volumes for the quality of the 
work produced by all involved.

The Short films and Advertisements produced in Media, 
the CADD and Architecture project work, the Ceramics, 
much of which is on display around the College is of the 
highest order and sort after for exhibitions occurring later 
in the year.

There have been Visual Art, Textiles 
and Fashion excursions to the James 
Turrell exhibition at the National Gallery. 
There has been some distinctive 
and highly impressive work that has 
resulted from the Textiles and Fashion 
students visit to Megalo.  The recent 
excursion by Photography students to 
the National Portrait Gallery (see this 
edition of the Newsletter) was also a 
student highlight.

The terrific, committed work of the PE 
& Arts staff involved in the Outdoor 
Education excursions to the coast 
and to the mountains, in at times 
trying conditions, gave students 
experiences that were at once not easy, 
educationally relevant, a great deal of 
fun and life affirming.

We have had students engaged in independent short films, 
Fashfest, ACT representative teams and much more.

There is pride in Dickson College.  It is a good thing of which to 
be a part.
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National Photographic Portrait Prize Excursion

At 11am on the 29th of May three classes of Digital photography students set out in 
the mighty Dickson school bus to see the National Photographic Portrait Prize at the 
National Portrait Gallery with Elinor Archer, Richard Manning and Kristie Mack. 

Arts

Students were completing an assignment 
on lighting and portraiture and were thrilled 
with the varied images on show at the 
NPG.  If you get the chance to view these 
works you will not be disappointed.  They 
are humorous, poignant, provoking and 
confronting and yet all reveal elements of 
their subject that are completely engaging.  
Importantly, they were also inspirational 
for our students.  

We can’t wait to see the work they 
will produce!
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Textiles and Fashion

To finish off the semester we went to the National Gallery of Australia where we were able to view selected 
garments from the study room. The garments were from Mariano Fortuny (1871-1949) who designed garments 
in Italy. Fortuny was famous for his Delphos Dress which was made from finely pleated silk and his silk velvet 
coats with gold and silver pigment prints. 

Contrasting Fortuny were the garments 
from contemporary Japanese designer, 
Issey Miyake. He uses Japanese Shibori 
techniques on man-made polyester fabrics 
to permanently pleat the fabrics for his 
garments and also collaborates with artists 
to create images on his dresses.

Exploring Visual Arts students had some time at the National Gallery of Australia viewing Contemporary Art. They 
also had some free time to explore the Sculpture Garden.

Visual Art

Miriam, Otis and 
Jemima standing 
in front of 
Bert Flugelman’s 
Spheres

Brad, Sam and Benazir standing in front
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PE Some great recent DC Sporting results

Girls Rugby 10 – Runners Up
Boys Rugby – 3rd
Netball – Runners Up
Boys Futsal – Semi Final win (GF against Gungahlin next week)
Girls Futsal – Semi Final loss (2nd on the North side)

Tuesday 9th June (9am to 4pm)
Girls Rugby
1. Ellie Connell
2. Mikaela Stein
3. Jesse Kamminga
4. Lucy Barton
5. Nikkita Banjavcic-Brooker
6. Emma Austen
7. Shannon MacDonald
8. Lisa Szeremet
Strong wins against Daramalan and Gungahlin College saw Dickson finish top of our pool.  Unfortunately we had to 
play a star studded team from Bega who took out the girls’ competition winning the final 19-0.  It was an awesome 
day out that the girls thoroughly enjoyed.  Congratulations on a tremendous effort.

Wednesday 10th June (9am to 4pm)
Boys Rugby
1. Patty Maher
2. James Butz
3. Jarnah Saipani
4. Daniel Fisher
5. Charlie Sauer
6. Willie Fangaiha
7. Hamish Dawson
8. Dean Medved
9. Marcus McDonald
10. Lochie Bannerman
11. Jeramey Edwards
12. Rahul Tamang
13. Louie Hatch
14. Barry Wang
15. Jake Slattery
16. Lochie Free

Results

1. Beat MacKillop 15-14  (Jeremy Edwards with 2 tries and Patty 
Maher 1)
2. Lost to Canberra College 15-0 (playing with only 13)
3. Beat Gungahlin 26-10  (2 tries to Jarnah, 1 to Patty, 1 to Marcus)
4. Lost to Karringal 17-14 (Tries to Bannerman & MacDonald)

It was an awesome day out and the boys played extremely well to finish 
the day as the 3rd best team in the ACT behind Erindale and Canberra 
College.  This result sees us invited into the Waratah Cup competition; 
unfortunately it is on the last day of term.  We’ll keep you posted.
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Inter-College Netball Finals
Thursday 11th June (12.30pm to 4pm)
1. Niki Johnson
2. Emma Lock
3. Emma Vollmer
4. Laura Manton
5. Emily Corkery
6. Kelly White
7. Mikaela Callender
8. Tierney McLoughlin
9. Meagan Connor
10. Mikaela Stein
Finishing first in the Northside competition meant the girls would be taking on Erindale’s 2nd team in the semi 
final.  Erindale were hoping to have both teams play against each other in the GF, Dickson soon changed this 
plan, wiping the floor 26-11 in a dominant display of quality netball!  Minutes after beating their 2nds we had to 
play their 1sts who just beat Melba Copland 42-8 in the other Semi.  After the first quarter scores were level 7-7 
with Erindale scoring on the bell to level it up.  Erindale came out of the blocks in the second quarter and going 
into the halftime break 17-10.  Dickson came back in the 3rd 23-18 but lost their way in the final quarter losing the 
final 33-24.  An awesome effort against a very strong opposition (we were the only team to reach double figures 
against Erindale 1st throughout the comp).  Please congratulate the girls if you see them.
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Inter-College Futsal Semi Finals
Thursday 11th June (1.15pm to 4pm)
1. Luke Kearns
2. Htoo Htoo
3. Mohammad Reza
4. David Power
5. Zhan Van De Rhee
6. Peter Moe
7. Will Hunter
8. Bailey Dodds
9. Amidu Kamara
10. Rahul Tamang
11. Kai Thornton
Winner Winner Chicken Dinner.  Coach John took 
the boys the Narrabundah College to take on the 
top ranked team of the south side comp.  The boys 
easily disposed of ‘Bundah’ 4-1 setting up a grand 
final re-match with Gungahlin College next Thursday 
afternoon.  

Girls
1. Maddie Whittall
2. Hiwot Johnstone
3. Imogen Hendy
4. Christina Drew
5. Hannah Lindsey
Supercoach Scottie was back looking after the girls in 
their semi-final against Gungahlin.  The game was all 
tied up at 2-2 at half time.  The girls ran out of puff in 
the second half losing the match 5-2.  If you see any of 
the girls, please congratulate them on their effort in the 
competition.  

2015 | 2016 Canberra Entertainment™ Membership!

The 2014 | 2015 Entertainment™ Membership expired 1 June.
If you haven’t already purchased a new 2015 | 2016 Entertainment™ Membership, now is the time to do 
so. Plus, 20% of every Membership we sell contributes towards School equipment!            

BUY HERE

For just $60, you will receive over $20,000 worth of valuable offers in the new 2015 | 2016 Canberra 
Entertainment™ Membership! 
Use just a few of the hundreds of 50% off and 2-for-1 offers, and you’ll more than cover the cost. You will 
also receive additional Member-only benefits until 1 June 2016!

Take a look at the many valuable offers available here 

The more Entertainment™ Memberships we sell, the more we raise, so please forward this email to your 
family and friends!

Dickson College Student Support
Sarah
61420140

Thank you for your support!

https://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/orderbooks/23245a
http://www.entertainmentbook.com.au/about/Tell-me-More/Canberra/Adelaide%23FLICKBOOK
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Library

The library is as busy as ever with students working 
hard to finish this semester’s assessments. Good luck 
everyone in Test Week and enjoy the semester break – a 
good time to relax with a good book.

Coinciding with our Reconciliation Assembly we have a 
display of resources celebrating Reconciliation Week (27 
May–3 June) and NAIDOC Week (5-12 July). This year’s 
Reconciliation Week theme is It’s time to change it up!     
http://www.reconciliation.org.au/nrw/what-is-nrw/
This year’s NAIDOC Week theme is We all stand on 
sacred ground: learn, respect and celebrate.   http://
www.naidoc.org.au/
Our resources include: 
Mari nawi: Aboriginal odysseys – K. Smith
Stories of the Ngunnawal – various authors
Stories for Simon – L. Sarzin
Aboriginal Australians: a history since 1788 – R. Broome
Tjukurrtjanu: origins of Western Desert art – J. Ryan
The original Australians: the story of the Aboriginal people 
–J. Flood
Keeping the Wanjinas fresh – V. Blundell

During NAIDOC Week there will be events and 
celebrations around Canberra. The internationally 
acclaimed indigenous contemporary dance company 
Bangarra Dance Theatre will be at the Canberra Theatre 
9 – 11 July with their performance of Lore. These 2 
new dance works, curated by Stephen Page, celebrate 
the past, present and future, exploring themes of 
identity, inequality, climate change and sustainability 
with a hopeful and positive outlook for the future. http://
bangarra.com.au/performance/lore Other events include 
NAIDOC Week Festival Day at the National Museum of 
Australia on Sunday 5 July, 11am-3pm. There will be a 
variety of craft, installations, tours, film, entertainment, 
exhibitions and a performance by Warren H. Williams. 
Check with local institutions closer to the date.

We hope all students can enjoy a restful semester break 
– see you next term in the library!
The Library Team – Lindy Hathaway, Gary Floyd, Julie 
England and Robert Brown.

Each year Dickson College holds a special 
assembly to celebrate Reconciliation Week (27 
May–3 June) and NAIDOC Week (5-12 July).
This year’s Reconciliation Week theme: It’s time to 
change it up!     http://www.reconciliation.org.au/
nrw/what-is-nrw/
This year’s NAIDOC Week theme: We all stand 
on sacred ground: learn, respect and celebrate.   
http://www.naidoc.org.au/

Our assembly was hosted by Jiraay Pearson 
(Year 11). Jiraay also did the Acknowledgement of 
Country. 

We were very privileged to have Rachel Armstrong 
(Year 11) perform for us. Rachel is a very talented 
singer. 

Our visiting guest performers were Duncan Smith 
and Bevan from Wiradjuri Echoes. Everyone 
enjoyed the powerful and moving sound of the 
didjeridu.

The assembly was completed by Tilly Townsend’s 
(Year 11) reading of her poem.

It was a special assembly, enjoyed by everyone. 

http://www.reconciliation.org.au/nrw/what-is-nrw/
http://www.reconciliation.org.au/nrw/what-is-nrw/
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Humanities
This year we had a number of students attend the ‘Meet the 
Business Leader’  lunch and information session conducted by 
the Chartered Accountants, Australia and New Zealand. Students 
enjoyed finding out about employment opportunities available and 
study pathways experienced by people now considered leaders 
in the business and accounting fields. Students also heard from 
speakers who were still either in progress with their degree and 
working part time in the industry or very recent graduates.

Rubbing shoulders with business leaders (and potential leaders) 
not only gave students an insight into the world of commerce 
but also gave them a sense of security that they can make more 
informed decisions about where and how to begin their journey 
into the profession once they leave school.  

Meet the Business Leader

Photo: Niky Bozic and Max Schumann-Morin

The ANU Asia-Pacific Day was an excellent day that saw 
many Year 11 and 12 students from across Canberra 
learn about the influence and the importance Asia and 
the Pacific holds with Australia.  The ANU designed the 
day to cater to students undertaking Asian languages 
and students with an international focus in Humanities 
subjects such as Global Studies, Geography,  History, 
Legal Studies and Economics.

When we arrived we were greeted by staff and students 
from the Asia Pacific School and treated to a keynote 
lecture on Two Chinas, Two Universities. The lecture 
gave an excellent insight into China and the relationship 
that Australia has with it. We then witnessed a beautiful 
traditional Balinese dance which everyone thoroughly 
enjoyed before we attended our chosen lectures.
 
Many Dickson College students attended a morning 
lecture titled: From child soldiers to killer drones: War 
in the 21st Century.  Dr Cecilia Jacob highlighted the 
advances in warfare from the trenches of WWI to the 
killer drones that are being used in warfare today by 
operators thousands of kilometres away in the safe 
haven of their own work space. It made me realise the 
world changes faster than I could have imagined. 

Asia Pacific Day at ANU
After an Asian inspired noodle lunch students 
went to their second selected lecture to gain a new 
perspective through which to look at Asia. A number 
of us attended the lecture “Will Asia’s Giants Clash?” 
where Dr Amy King gave a great analysis on the 
dispute between Japan and China regarding the 
Senkaku Islands.  Other lectures included “China’s 
rise in the Global Economy: what’s love got to do with 
it?” and “What does chai have to do with corruption 
in India.  The day finished with a plenary session and 
ANU student panel discussing studying Asia and the 
region at ANU.

By the end of the day we had experienced life as 
student in the College of Asia and the Pacific and 
were given a new perspective on the importance of 
the region with Australia and the role we can have 
with it as well. Overall it was a wonderful day with 
great insight into Asia and the Pacific.

James Eveille 
Global Studies student
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Photo: some of Dickson’s year 11 & 12 Global Studies students at 
lunch on the lawns outside HC Coombs Building, ANU

Exhibitors
There will be more than 80 exhibitors including universities, 
TAFEs, employer groups, registered training organisations, 
apprenticeship centres, private providers, and government 
agencies. 

Indigenous Employment Exhibition
The inaugural Exhibition will provide information about 
the career and education opportunities for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people living in the ACT.

Small Business and Entrepreneurs Hub
The Hub will run from 5.00pm to 7.00pm on Wednesday 
29 July in the Freycinet Room. Guest presenters include 
Louise Curtis, the founder and CEO of Lollypotz, and Chris 
Hansen, creator and Managing Director of Likeajob.com.

Canberra CareersXpo 2015
Wednesday 29 and Thursday 30 July, EPIC

WorldSkills Australia’s Try’aSkill
Try’aSkill will feature hairdressing and beauty 
therapy, fitness, surveying and mapping, automotive, 
horticulture, forensics, baking, bookkeeping, first 
aid, aged care, business technology services and 
hospitality.

Planning Future Pathways Expo
The Expo, for students with disability will be held on 
Wednesday from 9.30am to 2.30pm and 4.30pm to 
7.00pm. 

For more information please visit www.
canberrarcareersmarket.com.au

www.canberrarcareersmarket.com.au
www.canberrarcareersmarket.com.au
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The AST is a general skills test used to assess the skills students will need for success at university to compare the 
results of students in ACT Colleges.  The tests are held over two days in the first week of September each year. 
Dickson College has revamped its AST preparation program this year with a view to improving students’ performance 
and also reduce any stress that year 12s may experience in the lead up to the AST.

For students intending to sit the AST the preparation program now includes:
• Clubs N Communities (CnC) AST Prep Groups 
• AST trials in September 2014 and May 2015 with an optional trial in August 2015 
• AST seminars for students seeking extra support
• AST assemblies 

CnC and Trials
Year 12 sat their full formal trial for the AST on Wednesday 27 and Thursday 28 May; the trial included all three AST 
papers - the multiple choice test, short response test and written task.  Of the 260 students who indicated a desire to 
sit the AST, we congratulate and thank the 230 students who attended the trial. Students who were unable to sit the 
trial, but wish to sit the AST are encouraged to take up the optional trail in August. All students wishing to attend the 
August trial should discuss this option with their Clubs N Communities teacher.

In term 1, to give students a feel for the game before the trial, AST teachers provided them with a number of tips 
and traps to answering AST questions.  In term 3 students will receive targeted feedback on their trial results.  This 
feedback will help students to better prepare for the AST in September. 

A challenge was put out to teachers this year to sit the AST trial with the students.  12 teachers from across ARTS, 
Humanities, Math, and Science took up the challenge.  Teachers who attempted the trial have already indicated that 

the shared experience has led to a better understanding of the skill and 
strategies that students will need for the AST and richer discussions with 
them on how to perform better.

A special acknowledgement to Caroline Evers in Maths who scored a 
near perfect score in the multiple choice test.

Lex and Chris hard at work in 
the multiple choice trial

Kerrie encourages students while 
Stephanie (Accounting / Business 
teacher) nervously awaits the trial to 
begin

AST Right: students 
attempting the AST 
SRT Trial May 27
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AST Hints/ Tips 
Keep abreast of current affairs.  The news, newspapers and blogs are all good ways of keeping yourself in touch 
with what is happening in the world and will enliven your thinking. Recent writing task topics include:

• Overregulation and the prevention of harm
• Social media
• Charity v self interest
• Dumbing down by the Media 

Student results and further tips will be posted in the next newsletter. Further seminars and workshops will be held 
throughout this term in Clubs N Communities AST groups. So please make sure you attend.  

Kirk Zwangobani
SLC Humanities / ESL
AST Coordination 

During Public Education Week this year, I launched the Canberra Public Schools web portal. http://www.det.act.
gov.au/canberra-public-schools 

The Canberra Public Schools webpage is a ‘one-stop shop’ for you to find information specifically about Canberra 
public schools.  The webpage has a fresh look and feel, and contains important information, feature articles and 
useful links. It also has a search function for you to search for schools by geographic area, details on curriculum, 
programs and student enrolment. The page also links to useful information including school websites, holiday and 
school term information, ACTION Buses and SunSmart. 

The Canberra Public Schools webpage is also links to the ‘Parents and Students at the Centre’, ‘Trending 
#successstories’, and ‘Public School Alumni’ pages. These pages contain stories and articles about the achievements 
our schools, teachers, principals, alumni and students.

I encourage you to explore the new webpage, and let us know your thoughts. Please email DET.Media@act.gov.
au with your feedback.  As you know, Canberra public schools are fantastic and students deserve to have their 
successes shared. 

Kind regards

Joy Burch
Minister for Education and Training 

A Message from the Minister


