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From The Principal

The end of term is nearly upon us and I congratulate 
our students for their commitment to completing 
their assessment tasks.  It is a true pleasure to see 
students working hard throughout the school and 
particularly, to see the number of students who are 
submitting drafts for assignments in order to do their 
best.
The school has seen a number of changes over the 
last few years resulting in increasingly high levels 
of enrolment and achievement.  We now have more 
than 920 students and there has been a further focus 
on engaging, supporting and retaining all students 
through an increase in curriculum offerings, a 
strengthening of student services and an increasing 
focus on student learning and teacher quality data.
Our annual operating plan outlines our strategic 
priorities and  some of the activities we will undertake 
to reach our  goals this year and I wanted to share 
some of those with you.
Our strategic priorities are:
•  Improving Student Engagement and 
Achievement
• Maximising Community Wellbeing
Our goal is to have all students at DC engaged in 
learning and achieving their best and to have our 
students, staff and families engaged, with a sense of 
belonging to our community.  
A few of the many initiatives we are undertaking to 
achieve this are:
• Continuation of a number of ‘hubs of 
excellence and opportunity’ across the school, 
including such initiatives as the Mathematics 
Excellence Program, the introduction of ‘FLIP 
teaching’ to science classes, the annual creative 
writing camp, numerous arts exhibitions and 
performances and the introduction of an automotive 
and biomechanical engineering program
• Continuation of Communities of Practice for 
all teaching staff at the school, enabling teachers 

to discuss and reflect on their teaching practices 
and undertake action research projects to support 
improved practice
• Introduction of professional learning 
communities to enable teaching staff to work 
with colleagues from Lyneham High School and 
Campbell High School and undertake activities to 
support transitions in learning for students at all 
three schools
• Revision of Student Support processes to 
ensure our processes for supporting students are 
clear and easily accessible
• Implementation of a new approach to 
preparing students for the Australian Skills 
Test using Clubs and Communities groups and 
ensuring students have access to opportunities 
for familiarising and learning about this method of 
testing
• Implementation of the Study Skills program 
for students requiring extra support in managing 
assessment
• Implementation of more rigorous attendance 
processes, to ensure our students are attending 
school, that parents are receiving timely and 
accurate information and that plans are able to 
be put in place where students are not attending 
regularly

At DC we value the wonderful diversity of our 
school and the broader community.  If you have 
any questions, suggestions or ideas please do not 
hesitate to get in touch with us!

Best wishes for a safe and happy Easter period and 
school holidays!

Kerrie
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Pi Day
The Dickson maths team ran activities to celebrate Pi all through week 6 at the school. These culminated 
on Pi Day- (March) 3 14th 15 at 9:26 and  53 seconds, in a Pi memorising  competition for students of 
all ages across the ACT in the school hall accompanied by a Pi cheer at the once in a lifetime Pi time.  
Dickson students also got involved by posing as a digit of Pi for photos and these will be on display at 
the school for some time to come. A few are included below to help you to share some of the fun we had.

MATHS
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Maths Tests
On Monday 23 March, our end of term maths tests 
were held in the school hall. If a student is absent 
on the day of a test, they are required to submit 
documentary evidence verifying that their absence 
was unavoidable and use the evidence to support 
their application for special consideration for the 
item missed. This application is lodged through 
student services. Parents should ring on the day 
of the test to confirm that the student is unable to 
be there on the day.
Students have been given a comprehensive list 
of test tips and strategies to help them to do their 
best in all our tests and these strategies have 
been discussed in maths classes. If you would 
like a copy of this advice, please contact me at the 
school and I will be happy to email it out to you. 

Clare Byrne
Executive Teacher Mathematics
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As the term moves past the half way mark all 
DC English students have submitted their first 
assessment items. There has been a lot of 
discussion in class and many drafts submitted 
so that teachers can guide students through the 
set task and help them submit their best work 
possible.
For our Year 11 students it has been a steep 
learning curve, one that they have taken on with 
energy and maturity.
As English teachers feverishly work to get essays 
marked, moderated and returned (as soon as 
humanly possible) students are settling in to read 
their novels or short stories for their next piece of 
work.

English

It has been a busy start to the year with classes covering a wide range of topics from debating topical 
issues such as same-sex marriage to oral presentations about mental health issues. ESL tutorials have 
been fully operational since week 2 and students have been busily working on physics reports, maths 
assignments and business essays. With assessment time upon us, it is important that students are 
planning their time wisely. Leaving assignments to the last minute is not good practice! This is why ESL 
tutorials were established – to assist students to plan their work, gain constructive feedback all the while 
meeting the deadline. We wish our students all the best for the rest of the term.

The ESL team:
Tabatha, Evie, Anna, Marcus

ESL
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Visual Art and Textiles and Fashion students had 
an excursion to the National Gallery of Australia 
to view the James Turrell exhibition. This was an 
amazing exhibition exploring Turrell’s work over 
a period of almost 50 years, bringing together 
drawings, prints, photographs, holograms and 
projection pieces. The students reacted very 
positively to the diversity of Turrell’s artworks and 
being exposed to the light and space within the 
built spaces.

Arts/PE

The two Design Applications classes, from 
Textiles and Fashion, had a printing day 
at Megalo Print Studio on Thursday 5 and 
Friday 6 March. The students had prepared 
their design work at College and the screens 
were ready for the next process, thanks to 
the help of Jemima at Megalo. The students 
worked in pairs and each student printed 
1.5metres of fabric with the option of two 
colours. It was a very full and rewarding 
day; the students were very impressed with 
the wonderful set-up at Megalo, especially 
the print table, wash-out area and room to 
move! Watch the foyer space at Dickson 
College for a display of the fabrics.

Jill Pettifer
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Basketball
Although Dickson College finished winless in the 
Inter-College Tournament they were extremely 
competitive in all games, especially against Lake 
G last week at Dickson.  Both boys and girls teams 
showed great sportsmanship and determination 
throughout the tournament and we applaud the 
manner in which they played the game.

Cricket
The big grand final against Canberra College!  
Losing the toss wasn’t a great start but with an 
early wicket Dickson looked on top after three 
overs with Canberra struggling to 1 for 21.  That’s 
where it went pear-shaped for Dickson.  Seven 
overs saw Canberra College score 102 to set a 
mammoth total of 124 for Victory.  Dickson needed 
quick runs and a first ball duck to Billy Foreman 
didn’t help the situation.  Dickson scored a total of 
110 (their highest of the tournament) but it was a 
little disappointing that it wasn’t enough to win. 

Rugby league 9s
The tournament in brief.
Lost to Erindale: 28-0 
Beat St Francis: 15-7 (Tries to Charlie Sauer, 
Willie Fang & Patty Maher)
Beat Lake Tugg: 36-8 (Tries to Jeramey Edwards 
3, Charlie Sauer 2, Jarnah Saipani)
Beat Melba/Hawker Combined: 20-19 (Tries to 
Alex Nguyen, Amidu Kamara, Charlie Sauer)
Lost to Erindale in the 3rd and 4th play off 10-7 
(Try to Amidu Kamara)

Canberra put on all types of weather with beautiful 
sunshine and pouring rain throughout the day.  
Dickson had a rough start, taking on eventual 
winners Erindale A in their first game. Woken up 
by this game the boys put on a dominant display 
to defeat St Francis. 

Jeremy Edwards had a field day against Lake 
Tuggeranong scoring 3 tries in a dominant 
performance.  We then started very slowly against 
a combined Hawker Melba side going down 19 
nil before an Amidu inspired comeback after he 
put on a try-saving tackle as Hawker were about 
to score.  Alex Nguyen ran 110m to score in the 
corner on full time and Patty Maher slotted a 
sideline conversion to see Dickson win 20-19 
and make it into the 3rd and 4th play-off against 
Erindale. 

Unfortunately Dickson ran out of puff and were 
down 10-0 at half time before Amidu scored under 
the posts in the bonus zone in very wet conditions.



www.dicksonc.act.edu.au
Ph: (02) 6142 0140  |  Fax: (02) 6142 0166 |  E: info@dicksonc.act.edu.au

DICKSON COLLEGE NEWSLETTER
Boys Rugby 7s
The second full day of Rugby for the Dickson 
College Boys Rugby team was also a great affair.  
A close win over Lake Tuggeranong saw us wake 
up and convincingly beat Erindale 5 tries to 2.  

We then only narrowly lost to Canberra College 
who ended up winning the comp. 

Our last pool game was against St Francis after 
going down by 3 tries, we somehow managed 
to score 4 second half tries to win.  We played 
Erindale’s A -team in the semi again but ran out of 
steam.

Overall an awesome day, the lowlight being Amidu 
Kamara breaking his wrist in the final play of the 
semi.  
Beach Volleyball
Conditions were not perfect for Beach Volleyball but Dickson College entered 4 teams into the day held at 
Civic Pool.  Our girls pairing of Jessie Kamminga and Isabelle Lennox were the schools most successful 
side on the day finishing 2nd in their pool.  

College Tennis
The competition was held at the new Tennis 
Centre at Lyneham.  Dickson’s Results were as 
follows:
Alex De Jong – Quarter Finalist in A grade
Ciaron Cullen – 2nd Round in A grade
Geveen Ratnayake - Quarter Finalist in B grade
Neelkanth Bhullar – 2nd Round in B grade
Mia Ratkovic – Semi Finalist in A grade
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Exercise Science
Year 12 Exercise Science students travelled to Sydney on 
Wednesday 11th March. In class students are studying ‘effects 
of altitiude on athletes’. 

With thanks from 
the PE Faculty

David Boyle
Scott Eastburn
John Forrest
Ryan Davis-Philp
Fleur Greaney

To help them fully understand this content 
students participated in a 30 min cardio session 
in an Altitude Chamber (At 4,200m above sea 
level). 

Then in the afternoon 
did a guided tour 
around the Canterbury 
Bulldogs ‘multi-million’ 
dollar upgraded training 
faculty.
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It is wonderful to see so many students in the library 
researching, reading, borrowing, browsing and 
working on their assignments! Our college library 
has a wide range of resources including many online 
links at our website: http://dckclib.wikispaces.com. 
We also encourage all students to join Libraries ACT 
(the ACT public library service). Membership is free 
and you can join online. Students 16 years and over 
do not need their parent’s signature. Students should 
also get a PIN number for their library card, as this 
enables them to access the excellent full text online 
databases with thousands of articles from quality 
journals, magazines, newspapers and reference 
books.

Library

GENERAL ONEFILE; SCIENCE REFERENCE 
CENTRE; GALE VIRTUAL REFERENCE 
LIBRARY – Many articles in all subject areas.
INFORMIT – Many articles from more than 500 
Australian journals. All subject areas - arts, 
environment, immigration, business, education, 
health, history, indigenous, law...
AUST. & NZ POINTS OF VIEW REFERENCE 
CENTRE – Current social issues with a range of 
viewpoints.
GROVE ART – Excellent articles and images.
LITERATURE RESOURCE CENTRE - 
Biographies, bibliographies and criticism of 120,000 
authors, including over 800 Australian authors. Also 
try Literary Reference Centre.
HISTORY REFERENCE CENTRE – World’s 
most comprehensive full text history database for 
secondary students & undergraduates. Full text from 
hundreds of books & history journals.
HEALTH & WELLNESS RESOURCE CENTRE 
– Journal and newspaper articles and reference 
sources. Also try Consumer Health Complete.
ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA – Excellent 
articles, thousands of images & videos, over 300 
000 articles from respected journals and magazines 
and links to authoritative websites updated daily. 
Teens, Kids, Japanese, Korean, Chinese and French 
versions also available.
LIBRARY PRESS DISPLAY & AUST/NZ 
NEWSSTAND  – Many newspapers. Also try Times 
Digital Archive.
READING – Try Books & Authors, Good Reading, 
SpineOut, TumbleBook Library (eBooks for kids).

LOOKING FOR ONLINE RESOURCES? 
Visit Libraries ACT at www.library.act.gov.au On 
the home page, choose the tab eResources, then 
select Search eResources. Here are just some of 
the online resources (library card number & PIN 
number needed):
AUSTRALIA / NEW ZEALAND REFERENCE 
CENTRE - Articles from hundreds of journals, 
magazines, newspapers and reference books 
such as: Scientific American, New Scientist, Time, 
National Geographic, Australian Geographic, New 
Internationalist, Psychology Today, The Age, The 
Australian and overseas newspapers.
ACADEMIC SEARCH PREMIER - World’s 
largest full text database with articles from over 
4000 journals, magazines and newspapers. 
Covers all subject areas – sciences, humanities, 
law, environment, business, arts, literature…

http://dckclib.wikispaces.com
www.library.act.gov.au
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ZINIO DIGITAL MAGAZINES – Full text 
enhanced digital editions of over 1000 popular 
Australian and international magazines. View 
them on any device. Includes Rolling Stone, 
Vogue, Inside Sport. http://www.library.act.gov.au/
eresources/zinio
Libraries ACT also provides access to OverDrive 
eBooks and eAudio. Books can be downloaded 
to various devices (library card number and PIN 
needed). A great selection!
http://ebooks.library.act.gov.au/929B84C5-1283-
483D-8972-B8B11D5C0DFB/10/50/en/Default.
htm
Dickson College Library catalogue – 
Oliver – also provides access to OverDrive 
eBooks. Students can download the free app 
at http://app.overdrive.com and access Oliver 
from anywhere via the Digital Backpack https://
backpack.act.edu.au/default.aspx

We look forward to helping students access useful 
information within our library & beyond!

The Library Team - Lindy Hathaway, Gary Floyd, 
Julie England and Robert Brown.

At lunch, students and staff enjoyed a BBQ and 
music performances in the courtyard with great 
performances from Yiyi Cao, Callum Richens, 
Bradley Cronan, Anania Esayas, Howard Kao, 
Mikayla Radojkovic, Dan Rooney, Jack Shi, 
Cameron Sollar and Samee Rahman. Many thanks 
to ICT students Tyler Hengst, Andreas Vlachos 
and Kyle Hogg who set up the Oculus Rift Virtual 
Reality goggles in the canteen. Students and staff 
were amazed at the 3D world they entered when 
wearing the goggles….awesome! An exciting staff 
vs students indoor cricket match also took place 
at lunch with the staff team winning. On 27 March 
students from the Secondary Introductory English 
Centre will take on staff in the annual indoor 
soccer match…always an exciting match to watch!

It was a very happy and harmonious day!

United Nations International Day of 
Happiness (20 March) and Harmony Day 
(21 March)
Dickson College staff and students put on their 
biggest smiles and celebrated on Friday 20 
March. Happiness Day was established in 2012, 
with the UN recognising the pursuit of happiness 
as a fundamental human goal worth celebrating. 
Happiness Day ties in well with Harmony 
Day, celebrating Australia’s cultural diversity - 
inclusiveness, respect and a sense of belonging 
for everyone.

www.library.act.gov.au/eresources/zinio
www.library.act.gov.au/eresources/zinio
http://ebooks.library.act.gov.au/929B84C5-1283-483D-8972-B8B11D5C0DFB/10/50/en/Default.htm
http://ebooks.library.act.gov.au/929B84C5-1283-483D-8972-B8B11D5C0DFB/10/50/en/Default.htm
http://ebooks.library.act.gov.au/929B84C5-1283-483D-8972-B8B11D5C0DFB/10/50/en/Default.htm
http://app.overdrive.com
https://backpack.act.edu.au/default.aspx
https://backpack.act.edu.au/default.aspx
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Japanese

Dickson College Japanese 
Program Welcome Lunch

Top left: Thanks to 
the wonderful Mamoru 
(pictured) and staff 
from IORI Japanese 
Restaurant, Civic (Like 
them on Facebook to 
receive discounts!)

We are looking for a host family for Term 3 for our Japanese Teaching assistant, Miss Chisato 
Maenosono. If you are interested, please email Nelle in the first instance for more details before 

the end of March. Janelle.horsington@ed.act.edu.au
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Dickson College is not just an ACT Government 
School; we are a Community Facility.
We encourage use of our facilities by Community 
Groups after school hours during the week and 
anytime during the weekend.
The following areas are available for hire Monday to 
Thursday and on the weekend;

• Individual classrooms (approximately 46)
• Hall/Canteen
• Gym
• Antill Theatre
• Hospitality
• Library
• Technology
• Drama Room

Space available within Dickson College for 
Community Use

Currently, the College is used by various Community 
Groups Monday through to Thursday for activities 
such as Evening Classes, Technology and 
Hospitality Classes and various sporting pursuits.

Also, quite a number of weekend hires are already 
confirmed for 2015, the most popular at this time 
being the Hall/Canteen area.

We currently do not hire out College Facilities on a 
Friday evening, but will reconsider this if demand 
warrants it.

If you are interested in hiring the College, contact 
the Business Manager on 02 6142 0140.

CAREERS
Work Experience
The Careers Office has started organising work experience placements for students for the end 
of semester. It may seem a little early, but now is the time to book an appointment to organise these 
placements to ensure that you get the experience you want. Appointments to see Leica and Erica can be 
booked through the Student Wellbeing Office.

GAP Year Information Sessions at Parent/Teacher Night
There will be representatives from three of the GAP Year providers available to talk to parents and 
students at our upcoming Parent/Teacher night. Parents and students will be able to sit down and discuss 
the options available through:
 Latitude Global Volunteering
 Projects Abroad
 Antipodeans Abroad
Please drop by and either collect some pamphlets or speak to the representatives personally.

ASBA Opportunities Wanted
We have recently had some students begin their careers by starting an Australian School Based 
Apprenticeship whilst still being able to complete their Year 12 studies here at Dickson College. This is an 
extremely rewarding pathway for many students, however these opportunities can be difficult to find. 
Do you have a business that could offer such an opportunity to a student? If you are interested in providing 
such an opportunity and would like to know more, please contact Erica Brown in the Careers Office. The 
school contact no. is 61420140.
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Unique Student Identifier (USI) Information for 

students and parents 

From 1 January 2015 the Australian Government requires all students undertaking vocational training 
(VET) to have a Unique Student Identifier (USI). This 10 number and letter identifier will allow students to 
access their VET training records and results as a transcript from 2016 and beyond from their online USI 
account. Students often need to provide evidence of their academic achievements when applying for a job 
or to undertake further study so it is important that all students apply for a USI.

What will happen to my USI?
VET Staff at Dickson College will enter the USI into MAZE, the ACT Education and Training Directorate 
student management system. It will also be accessible by the ACT Board of Senior Secondary Studies 
who issue vocational certificates and Statements of Attainment for all ACT colleges and report to the 
Australian Government on vocational outcomes.

How do I obtain a USI?
VET staff will be assisting students to apply for their USI during their class time, or they can apply at home 
and then fill in the USI Verification Form so that the college can check that the USI has been correctly 
reported.

Students will need to provide access to one of the following eight documents so that the student’s personal 
details can go through a Document Verification Service:
o Birth Certificate (Australian)
o Driver’s Licence
o Medicare Card
o Australian Passport
o Visa (with Non-Australian Passport) for international students
o Certificate of Registration by Descent
o Citizenship Certificate
o Immi Card

For students who do not have any of these documents there is an alternate process. Ask VET staff for 
more details.

Please contact Jenny Cowell VET Coordinator or Karen Burt in Student Services if you have any questions.

Music Gear Stolen
Some time on the weekend of the 14-15 of March, 2 acoustic guitars, 4 electric guitars, 3 bass guitars and 
a bass amp were stolen from the music room. All equipment was engraved with “Dickson College” and 
“DC”. Please contact the school on (02) 6142 0140 if you have seen or heard anything concerning this 
robbery.
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     DIABETES TYPE 1  STUDY

• Do you have a relative with Diabetes Type 1?
• Are you 1-45 years of age?    
• Are you generally healthy? 

You may be eligible for the Type 1 Diabetes (T1D) Prevention Trial.

If you have a relative with Type 1 Diabetes, you could be at risk for this disease. Paediatric 
Research at Canberra Hospital is participating in studies monitoring the risk of Diabetes 
in relatives of T1D individuals and is offering an opportunity for you or your child to 
participate.

Please contact the Paediatric Research and Clinical Trials Unit at The Canberra Hospital 
on 61747600 for more information.

This study has been approved by the ACT Health Human Research Ethics Committee.

    DIABETES TYPE 2  in children aged 10-17 years

Does your child have Type 2 diabetes?

Your child may be eligible for the Type 2 Diabetes Study.

Helping your child manage their type 2 diabetes can be difficult. It requires a lot of 
attention. If diet, exercise and medication are not working well enough for your child, you 
may be wondering what to do next. It may be time to consider a different approach.

Please contact the Paediatric Research and Clinical Trials Unit at The Canberra Hospital 
on 61747600 for more information.

This study has been approved by the ACT Health Human Research Ethics Committee.
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Parent Teacher Night

Parent Teacher Night
Monday 30 March 2015

4:30pm - 8:30pm

All parents/carers are welcome

The Dickson College staff welcomes the 
opportunity to talk to all parents/carers at our 
Parent Teacher Night.

Please arrange appointments using PTO, the 
online booking system. Information on how to 
book is included with Progress Reports which 
will be mailed home prior to our Parent Teacher 
Night. 

We would be particularly pleased to meet 
with a parent/carer where reports indicate 
that a student is "Experiencing difficulty” or is 
"Unsatisfactory" in their progress.  This would 
give us the opportunity to discuss with you some 
possible strategies for future improvements.

Representatives from a number of organisations 
will be attending:

Lattitude Volunteering 
Organisation

Projects Abroad
Antipodeans Abroad

Light refreshments will be available 
during the evening.

The PTO website can be found here 
If you have any questions or require any assistance, please contact the college on (02) 6142 0140

https://bookings.parentteacheronline.com.au/Logon2.aspx?school=kd9kd

