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Sporting Achievements

Silver Medal to Dickson College Cyclist.

Daniel Ellis has won silver and bronze medals at the
World Junior Track Cycling Championships in
Belgium.

Dickson Student accepted into ACT Academy of
Sport

Bryce Darmody has been selected to be in the ACT
Academy of Sport for his Rugby League abilities.
Bryce, a shy young man who doesn’t seek publicity,
will be sweating it out in gyms with weight training
and lots of heart starting exercises.
Coaches associated with the Canberra Raiders will
be on hand to share their insights and keep the lads
training hard. Bryce and the other participants get to
put a bit back when they share their knowledge of the
game at training sessions with younger (under nine
years old) players.

(Taken from The Queanbeyan Age-Sutton News)

Dickson College Girls “In Touch”

Congratulations to Hayley Oldfield and Claire
Anderson who have been selected to be in the Girls
ACT Touch Football team.

Congratulations to Esther Packard-Hill. Esther has
won the NSW/ACT Rock-climbing Difficulty
Championships in the under 19 category. We also
wish Esther the best of luck when she represents
Australia in October in the Oceania Championships.

Matilda Abraham represented Australia in Judo in

the young women'’s under 63kg division at the
Oceania Championships in Tabhiti.

Congratulations to you all!

August 2006

Building Industry Placements

Building Industry Placements for students.

Year 11 and 12 General Construction students will be
going out to gain valuable experience in the building
industry. This is an excellent opportunity for them as they
are able to see real examples and participate in the
practical aspects of this trade.

Reports from the employers about our last group of
students were very good and praised their attitude towards
their vocation and how hard they worked. Really something
to be proud of! Several employers are showing interest in
some of the students with an eye to snapping them up at
the end of the course.

If there are any parents or prospective students wanting
more information, please call Jill Patton on 6205 6525 or
Allen Luhrs on 6205 6466.

School to Work Conference

Dickson College is hosting a School to Work Conference
for students doing vocational courses. The Conference will
be held on Monday 28 August between 10:00am and
1:00pm. Keynote speaker will be Michael Milton. The
Student to Industry Program will conduct a Work Ready
program for students who are seeking guidance into career
opportunities and workplace expectations. The sessions
are run to assist students in understanding the following:

What is expected in the workplace,

Work Choice,

How to Write a Resume,

Interviewing Skills and

Mock interviews.
Representatives from a number of industry bodies will work
with students during the Mock Interview session.
Registration forms will be made available for students
Monday 14 August during AG.
Jill Patton VET/Careers

CIT

On Saturday 26 August
Canberra Institute of Technology
Bruce Campus (between 9:00am — 4:00pm)
Fyshwick Campus (between 11:00am —
4:00pm)
is holding an open day called

GIVE A TRADE A GO,
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From the Principal

From the Deputies

I would like to thank Charlie Morrice for the great job he did
in leading Dickson College last term in very difficult
circumstances. | would also like to thank members of our
community who have rallied behind the college. It is
business as usual for us in terms of delivering quality
teaching and learning as always. The Staff is also looking
at how we can continue to improve and build on existing
programs that support student transition from the high
school sector to college and what we can do to continue to
make our curriculum even more relevant, challenging and
engaging. The Executive Staff will be attending a
conference for two days in week 4, the theme of the
conference is planning for Dickson College in the future.

Canteen:

The canteen is now being run by the P&C committee and
we welcome Threse Tranter, the Canteen Manager, to our
Dickson community. Threse is doing a great job with her
team of assistants in offering additional food options to the
students.

Evening College:

The Evening College, again run by the P&C, is going from
strength to strength with our new co-ordinator Susie Bell.
Please keep this in mind if you are looking to do some new
and varied activities in the evening during the next school
term. Inquiries can be made through the Front Office or
through the link on our web site.

Enrolment 2007:

You may have heard through the media that our initial year
11 enrolments for 2007 are higher, at this stage of the
enrolment process, than in the last three years. This is
great news!

Semester One Results:

If your student experienced disappointment or concern
about their performance in Semester One, particularly for
year 11 students, they should arrange an appointment with
a member of the Student Services team to seek advice on
how to ensure a better outcome this semester.

AST 2006:

The ACT Scaling Test (AST) is an important part of the
year 12 program for those students wishing to undertake
tertiary studies in the future. The staff at Dickson College
has been working throughout the year to support students
in gaining skills so that they are prepared and feel
confident in undertaking this activity. If you are aware that
your student hasn't participated in the program they need
to see Charlie Morrice as soon as possible.

Infrastructure Improvements

Over the last break the Library was painted, the result is
quite spectacular and during the summer break new carpet
will be laid. We are currently obtaining quotes to complete
the canteen upgrade by refurbishing the student kitchen
area to include cold water provision.

Yours in quality education
Sue Northmore, Principal

Year 12 students doing a T package will be sitting the ACT
Scaling Test (AST) over two days in week 7 of this term.
We have introduced a new, more rigorous, program of AST
training this year and students have given positive
feedback about the changes. Students have been
attending compulsory training sessions in their free-line.
They have recently completed the trial AST exams. These
will be marked and returned in a review training session.
Students have also been accessing the MyClasses AST
website to join discussion forums to develop ideas and
arguments. If you have any further suggestions or
feedback for AST preparation, please contact the College.

Last minute AST hints:
Read part of a reputable newspaper each day,
particularly the editorial. Listen to radio talkback
and watch current affairs programs. Letters to the
editor can be good discussion topics with a friend
or family.
Read something with intellectual quality in the
morning to warm up the brain on AST test day.

Make sure you bring your own dictionary and the
required materials to the tests.

Three of our Year 11 students have become part of an
ACT SRC Leadership group. This new initiative will give
Emma Boland, Alex Davies, and Liam Vannithone a
unigue opportunity to represent the needs of students
across the ACT.

At a recent assembly, Yr 11 and 12 students were
awarded excellence and merit certificates to recognise
their efforts and successes in first semester.

Farewell and best wishes to Lilian Lemon. Lilian has retired
from the Dickson College Canteen. Thank you, Lilian for
over 10 years of great service.

Please let us know if there is anything that we can do to
help in any way.
Charlie Morrice and Beth Mitchell

: STOP WORK MEETING :
| Dickson College will not be participating in the |
| stop work for Molonglo on Thursday 17 August |
| but will be participating in the stop work meetingI
on Thursday 31 August for Ginninderra. We
| have changed the date of our stoppage with the
support of the AEU ACT Branch due to prior |
college commitments on 17 August. |
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Careers

Careers Advice

UAC KEY Dates:

Applications

Early August 2006 applications open on line
Friday 29 September 2006
Tuesday 31 October 2006

applications close
late applications
(%94 late fee)
late applications
($106 late fee)
final close of
applications
($117 late fee)

Thursday 30 November 2006

Thursday 1 February 2006

Change of Preferences

Mid August 2006- 4 January 2007 for consideration
in the main round
for consideration
in the late round

for consideration
in the final round
UAC Guides: free UAC guides are now

available at the Careers Centre

17 January 2007-22 January 2007

31 January 2007- 1 February 2007

Educational Access Scheme: Now run through UAC.
The aim of this scheme is to allow equity amongst students
applying for university admission where they can illustrate
educational disadvantage such as disrupted schooling,
financial hardship and severe family disruption (and
others). After central collection & assessment of
applications at UAC, each university has applied their own
consideration to EAS applicants. The UC for example adds
bonus points to an applicant's UAI. Points are allocated on
a scale of 1-9 UAI points. If you have moved State in year
11, have been disadvantaged in some way or perhaps
been a carer, you need to contact the school counselor
and discuss your application. Ring Leonie Kinsella
0262056477

CIT 2007 Enrolment Calendar

Semester 1, 2007

Postal Applications advertisement in The Canberra Times
Saturday 16 September 2006

Postal Applications close Thursday 26 October 2006
Direct Enrolment advertisement in The Canberra Times
Saturday 20 January 2007

Remaining Vacancies advertisement in The Canberra
Times Wednesday 31 January 2007

Semester 1, 2007 begins Monday 5 February 2007
Term 1 ends Friday 13 April 2007

Term 2 begins Monday 23 April 2007

Semester 1, 2007 ends Friday 15 June 2007

Work Experience 2006

Work Experience Dates for Semester 2 are:

Yr 11 & 12- 27 November -1 December.

Year 11 only — 4 December -8 December

Applications must be in by Friday 27 October

Work experience is very valuable for students applying to
study at CIT, provides on the job experience and earns .5
of a standard unit for each five day placement.

If you would like to find out more ring Student Services Ph
6205447

Need to discuss career or course options? Come to see
me in our new Careers Centre. See our display area or
complete a course search with OZJAC. Contact Student
Services Ph 62056447 to make an appointment or ring me
direct on Ph 62058984

Clive Edwards — Careers Adviser

From the SRC

Plans for the year 12 Formal at Rydges Lakeside on
Thursday 14 December are well in hand.

The SRC is coordinating Daffodil Day on Friday 25 August
to sell daffodils to raise funds for the Cancer Council.

Three Year 11 representatives from the Dickson College
SRC attended a leadership day with students from the
seven other government colleges in the ACT on Thursday
10 August. These students have the intention of forming a
unified committee that equally represents all the students
in the ACT Government College system. The students
found the day to be a very worthwhile experience. They
learnt ways to improve the leadership of the SRC at
Dickson College. Also to inform students on a larger scale
of the issues which are affecting all ACT students today,
such as the proposed changes of the current college
system. The next meeting for the Inter-college Leadership
Committee will be held on Thursday 21 September.

Fl P Foundations for Independence Program

Most FIP students have completed their first Work
Experience placement this year, and feedback from
students and hosts has been extremely positive. We would
like to thank the following employers for their support:
Victoria Models and Inkspott Productions, ANU, Forest
Park, Yowani Country Club, Kmart, Dickson Library,
Integra Automotive, Calvary Hospital, Canberra Hospital,
Koomarri, and Yarralumla Nursery. We would also like to
encourage any students who did not complete a placement
in Semester 1, to reconsider this Semester.

Deborah Listing FIP/SITE Programs

SITE Supporting Individuals Through Education

Last week students visited the Career Expo at the AIS
Arena with their careers teacher Gillian Finch. They found
the plethora of career information available extremely
helpful and relevant.

Graham Hansard will be working with students on a
competition for designing a special SITE Merit Certificate
during IT classes (I hear there will be a significant prize for
the winnerl!).

Also last week their PE teacher Elspeth Rollason arranged
for a two hour workshop entitled ‘Party Safe’ to be
delivered by Denise and Kieran from SCOPE. Reports
from mainstream teachers and students stated that they
were having ‘way too much fun’, and they hope to be
invited to the next workshop! Denise and Kieran worked so
well with students that they have been asked back to SITE
to do a further 2 week workshop on Drug and Sexual
Health Education for students later in the term.

Deborah Listing SITE/FIP Programs
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Maths

Mathematical Activities

The most recent maths activity for our students was the
Australian Mathematics Competition held on Thursday, 27
July. Nearly forty Dickson students competed this year in
a competition that now attracts nearly 500 000 participants
from over 3000 Australian and international schools.

The College offers a registered unit Mathematics
Enrichment Group, which meets at lunchtime on Mondays
to look at interesting maths problems and puzzles, or play
mathematical games. The program is designed to provide
an opportunity to investigate material not normally
presented within the regular courses and which is
challenging - but fun!.

This semester, students seeking extra assistance with their
class work or homework can join in the tutorial session,
which operates on Tuesday lunchtimes.

Mathematics and Technology

Graphics calculators are a major resource for our students
in their classes. The use of this equipment increases
opportunities to explore mathematical concepts and
models, and to further develop students’ understanding of
their course work. The Mathematics Department has a
number of class sets of graphics calculators, but students
— especially those in T-accredited courses - are
encouraged to purchase their own graphics calculator
(these are available at a very reasonable price at the
College).

This semester, many of the Mathematics classes will also
access mathematical software on the computers located
conveniently in the Mathematics area. The ready access
to computers allows the students to develop their
understanding of Mathematics and investigate a variety of
applications. The facility allows staff to incorporate
computer-based investigations into their lessons to
enhance student learning; individual students may also
have access when doing assignments and class projects.
Much of the software used is shareware programs and the
student materials used have been especially designed for
the units taught at Dickson. In addition to the
mathematical skills acquired by students through their
computer work, the students are able to transfer these
skills into other subjects, later studies or into the
workplace.

Our technology has recently received a boost with the
installation of an interactive whiteboard in one of the
Mathematics classrooms; Staff are currently undergoing
training in the use of this technology and we look forward
to incorporating it into the learning experiences for our
students.

If you would like more information about any of the
activities mentioned above, please contact any member of
the Mathematics Department.

Jan Bentley Mathematics Coordinator
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Drama News

Most of the Play Production class will be joining me on the
annual excursion to Sydney from Tuesday 15 August to
Thursday 17 August, where we will be entertained by some
first class theatre, as well as participating in workshops at
the Wharf. The Double Bill of plays has been cast and we
are well on the way with rehearsals. The Double Bill will
consist of 1984 and a new play The Spook by Melissa
Reeve. The shows will be performed from Tuesday 7
November — Saturday 11 November at 7.30 pm with a
matinee on Thursday 9 November. See all you Thespians
there!

AND THE BUTLER DID IT
The Drama prize winners from 2005 — Sal Bensley and
Sam Floyd will be performing their new play at The Street
Theatre Studio from Wed 6 September— Sat 9 September
at 7.30pm. The actors past and present are in rehearsals
at the college and the theatre piece promises to be a
hilarious spoof of the murder mystery genre. Come and
see quality Drama in action on these dates.
Bookings can be made at The Street Theatre 62471223
Lorena Param

BOARD CHAIR REPORT

Since the release of the ‘towards 2020’ proposal Dickson
College has become my second home!! The following is a
short summary of my activities as Board Chair of Dickson
College.

| invited the Minister, Andrew Barr, to meet with me and
the Acting Principal to discuss the proposal. | took the
opportunity to show Mr Barr the wonderful facilities at our
College.

Two meetings have been held by the joint Boards of
Campbell High School, Lyneham High School and Dicksonj
College. A sub-committee has been formed to formulate
guestions we wish to put as a combined group to the
Minister.

| wrote on behalf of the Board to the Chief Executive,
Michele Bruniges, on 19 June seeking clarification of a
number of issues. A copy of this letter was sent to the
Minister. To date | have had no acknowledgement of this
letter.

I have been working closely with other members of the
Board, the P&C and the Save Dickson College Committee.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all members of
the community who have shown such huge support and
commitment to Dickson College. The large increase in our
enrolments for 2007 is just one reflection of this.

| can be contacted through the Front Office if you wish to
discuss anything with me.

Sally Rose (Board Chair)
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EDUCATIONAL SEMINAR SERIES

SHAPING THE FUTURE OF

PUBLIC EDUCATION

EDUCATION AND TRAINING

You are invited to a series of educational seminars being held by the Department of

Education and Training. The seminars are designed to challenge our thinking about important

educational issues that influence the way public education is delivered into the future.

DATE TITLE SPEAKERS
Thursday A new Curriculum Dr Michele Bruniges
17 August Framework for the ACT — Chief Executive _
Every chance to learn ACT Department of Education and
Registration No: 2410 Training
Janet Davy
Deputy Chief Executive
ACT Department of Education and
Training
Tuesday Government Schooling — Dr Lyndsay Connors
29 August Looking into the future Education Consultant
Registration No:
2411 Cheryl O’'Connor
Chief Executive Officer
Australian College of Educators
Tuesday The Early Years — Dr Allison Elliott

12 September

Laying the foundation
Registration No:
2412

Research Director

Early Childhood Education
Australian Council for Educational
Research

Associate Professor Alma Fleet
Institute of Early Childhood
Macquarie University

Tuesday
26 September

Emerging Technologies —
What the 21°' Century will
bring

Registration No:

2413

Gerry White
Chief Executive Officer
Education.

Raju Varanasi

General Manager

Centre for Learning Innovation
NSW Department of Education and
Training

Thursday Students with Special Professor Phil Foreman
19 October Needs — Our focus, their Head of School of Education
future University of Newcastle
Registration No:
2414 Associate Professor Christopher
Newell
School of Medicine
University of Tasmania
LOCATION: Centre for Teaching and Learning, Fremantle Drive, Stirling
TIME: 7.00-9.00pm COST: Nil REGISTRATION: Ms Judy
Daniels
Telephone: 6205 8249 Fax: 6205 8232 Email: judy.daniels@act.gov.au

(As numbers are limited please register early to avoid disappointment)
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