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DICKSON COLLEGE NEWSLETTER
From The Principal

Congratulations to our Graduating Class of 
2014!  The Graduation was a night of great pride 
and excitement.  343 students graduated from 
13 years of formal schooling to the applause of 
almost 800 people.  Every graduate in that room 
had achieved something incredible and we are a 
little sad to say goodbye but incredibly proud of 
what you have all achieved.

A few quick ‘stats’ on the achievements of this 
group includes (but definitely not limited to):

• 343 students graduated with a Year 12 
Certificate

• Eight students attained an ATAR of over 99

• 24.9% attained an ATAR of over 90

• 109 Vocational Certificates were achieved

• 2014 ANU Maths Challenge Champions

• 2014 ACT Mock Trial Champions

• Recipients of more certificates from 
national competitions than in Dickson Memory

• And the most important..  they are a 
group of the most creative, respectful, kind and 
supportive young adults we have had the pleasure 
to know.

Thank you to the staff involved in organising the 
evening!  Best wishes to those leaving us for that 
next wonderful part of their lives.

Welcome to the new students who will be attending 
Dickson College from 2015!

You will be joining a school community which 
values every person, strives for excellence and 
offers significant opportunities for you to find your 
passion, contribute to your community and be the 
best you can be.

My strongest advice to you is to ask the question… 
if you need support, if you are having trouble 
managing your time, if you feel a little lost … 
please ask for help.  Our Student Services Team is 
extremely friendly and will always point you in the 
right direction.

College is indeed quite a change from high school 
but it is a wonderful two years during which you 
can start to explore your learning passions.

We cannot wait to meet you all and support you to 
start that journey!

Thank you to our wonderful Dickson College staff 
for a terrific 2014.

Thank you to our terrific supporters in the 
community, our P&C and our Board for their 
support, wisdom and input.

Best wishes for a safe and restful holiday period.  

Kerrie Heath, Principal
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ARTS
College Express
It has been a terrific year in the Arts and it has 
been a real pleasure to come to a College 
where the Arts is such an integral part of the life 
of the school.  Amongst the many events and 
exhibitions that have highlighted the year there 
have latterly been two very noteworthy mentions.  
The first is the College express exhibition.  This 
is an exhibition held at the Belconnen Arts centre 
and works are chose by the curators.  The 
students and teachers of Dickson College can 
be very proud of the fact that thirty three of their 
works have been selected.  These works were 
selected during the Design gate Arts Exhibition. 
This is exceptional and speaks highly of student 
engagement and teacher commitment.

Student work is for sale during this exhibition 
should they wish.  See the accompanying flyer for 
details. It’s not to be missed.

Rights of the Writer
On the strength of her work our students were 
presented with a wonderful opportunity. The 
Principal of Turner Primary School, Jo Padgham, 
asked whether any of our students had the 
capacity to illustrate a literacy poster that was 
being developed by their school and was to be 
published in an educational volume. Rachel 
Roberts was asked to illustrate a number of 
literacy based writer statements and the results 
are outstanding. All have been extremely 
impressed with Rachel’s efforts, not simply 
for her skill and talent but also for her sense 
of community and willingness to help whilst in 
the midst of end of College assessment. See 
Rachel’s poster on the next page/

From the Arts staff we wish you a wonderful 
Christmas, safe travels and may the New year 
bring you every kindness.

Kristie Mack , Alison Moulang, 
Pete Richens, Kylie Foira, Jill Pettifer, 
Mark Bishop, Nicky Mowbray Chris Zuber, 
Richard Manning

Two Students 
Head to NICA
Congratulations to Cecilia Martin. 
Graduating class of Dickson College 2015.

We are incredibly proud of two A Troupe students 
Piri Goodman and Cecilia Martin who have been 
accepted into the highly coveted Bachelor of 
Circus Arts at the National Institute of Circus Arts 
(NICA) for 2015. 

Entry to the course is very competitive with only 
a handful of students being accepted each year 
from around Australia and across the globe. 

Best of luck to Piri and Cecilia as they embark on 
the next chapter of their circus training and we 
cannot wait to hear about your future successes. 
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Textiles & Fashion
We have had a great year in Textiles and 
Fashion this year. Nine of the students received 
their Certificate II in Applied Fashion Design 
and Technology and 10 students received 
competencies towards this Certificate. We had 
a very busy three-day excursion to Melbourne 
and locally we visited Megalo, National Gallery 
of Australia and Art School. There were many 
lecturers and artists who also came to Dickson 
College to talk to students about their work 
and future pathways. I wish all those students 
finishing Year 12 best of luck for their future 
endeavours and look forward to seeing the Year 
11 students next year.

Happy Cecilia, Bryn and Erin 
“dyeing safely”

Lili creating her three dimentional 
work on the sewing machine
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CADD MAJOR PROJECT 
DESIGN OBJECTS 
Our two CADD Major Design Project students 
completed a ‘Pure Object’ Design task in second 
semester. CADD stands for ‘Computer Aided 
Drawing & Design’; we have a product design 
focus within the CADD stream of the Design & 
Graphics course. 

Each student was given a different material to 
work with and under the requirements of a pure 
object, only 5% of the overall weight could be 
assigned to other materials. The design task was 
a blind with an opening & closing mechanism. 
The students were asked to form their material 
into an eloquent & refined solution, which had the 
ability to be reused or recycled efficiently & was 
relevant to the Australian context. On completing 
the design process and after each student came 
up with a beautiful final solution, the students 
then designed a range of objects using similar 
construction and styling as their blind design. The 
students were required to design a product range 
including a child-friendly shelter structure and a 
single object that provided protection. The series 
needed to present a consistent design language.

On the successful completion of this design 
range, the students then embarked on building 
a full scale prototype of their blind designs. This 
was a real test of their problem solving; they were 
challenged to see if their conceptual thoughts 
achieved practical outcomes.

Bronte Harman worked with wool as her primary 
material throughout the consecutive projects 
and Lachlan Winders worked with timber. They 
built their prototypes to fit on the window that 
separates our drawing room and one of our Mac 
labs.

It was wonderful to see the students apply their 
design skills proficiently and attain practical 
success. They were deservedly congratulated by 
the teaching staff and their peers on the elegance 
and sophistication of their completed design 
objects; 

Bronte’s woollen origami blind and
Lachlan’s timber Chinese fan-style blind.
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English
Shakespeare: Poet and Playwright

Many thanks to the wonderful students in my Shakespeare: Poet and Playwright class. It has been an 
absolute pleasure working with such interested and thoughtful students over the semester. We have had 
fun reading and thinking about The Bard and his glorious writing. We produced inspiring sonnets and 
artistic works, wrestled with Othello’s hubris and danced the merry caper in the farcical ‘Twelfth Night’. 

Sonnet 116
Let me not to the marriage of true minds

Admit impediments. Love is not love

Which alters when it alteration finds,

Or bends with the remover to remove:

O no! it is an ever-fixed mark

That looks on tempests and is never shaken;

It is the star to every wandering bark,

Whose worth’s unknown, although his height be taken. 

Love’s not Time’s fool, though rosy lips and cheeks

Within his bending sickles compass come:

Love alters not with his brief hours and weeks,

But bears it out even to the edge of doom.

If this be error and upon me proved,

I never writ, nor no man ever loved.

Poetry

To the poets of the class, the dreamers of words, the lovers of language and all things metaphoric - keep 
writing, find your voice and read widely. Thanks for your words!

Poetry is a search for ways of communication; it must be conducted with openness, flexibility, and a 
constant readiness to listen ~ Fleur Adcock

Zika Vuletic, English Teacher
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     ESL
International Students (IPS)
It is time to say goodbye to our Year 12 IPS students who have been with us for over two years. Nearly 
all of our students will be staying in Australia to continue their studies at a university or CIT. During their 
time at Dickson College, our students have been immersed in our culture, gaining a very particular kind 
of English language that is uniquely “Aussie”. It is always rewarding to be able to laugh at jokes with 
students; the true understanding of learning a foreign language is to understand the humour of that culture. 
We are happy that our students will transition to their further studies understanding not only our language 
and culture but also with skills as critical thinkers; the most crucial learning strategy we can impart to our 
students. Good luck Year 12! 
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Foundations for Independence

Students studying in the learning support 
centre and learning support unit programs 
have been completing a wide range of work 
experience placements in our local community. 
Students spent time in the classroom preparing 
for this experience looking at communication 
skills, teamwork, workplace procedures and 
expectations. During the placements students 
have been involved in a variety of activities from 
baking and floristry to stock taking and games 
design. We appreciate the ongoing support 
from local businesses giving our students the 
opportunity to test out their career interests and 
workplace skills. Thanks to Coles Westfields 
Belconnen, Woolworths Westfields Belconnen, 
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Beginning Graduating 

Languages

Continuing and Advanced Graduating 

Continuing Japanese’s ‘Amazing Race’ around 

Dickson College Japanese Program 

Presenting orals to an authentic audience at 
Campbell Primary in our cluster brothers and 

sisters program
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Suikawari breaking the 
watermelon 

Pat Attacks the 
Suika

Toshiro, our assistant’s 
farewell
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Humanities
When I began as the Executive Teacher for 
Humanities at the start of Term 2 I asked the 
teachers here, “how do we know that we are 
achieving our vision?” The vision that studying 
Humanities, “enables students to develop a 
ctitical awarenes and appreciation of the self 
others and the world, inspiring them to become 
global citizens.”

In addition to the great teaching and learning that 
happens in the classroom at Dickson College 
what follows is a brief sample of the way the 
Humanities teachers challenge our students - 
from hypnotism, perspectives on history and the 
holocaust to profit making, meditation and mock 
trials.

Critical awareness and appreciation of the 
self and others
Betty Chau started the year taking her Abnormal 
Psychology classes to the stage production 
of One Flew Over The Cuckoo’s Nest where 
students developed a greater awareness of the 
experiences of those who are institutionalised due 
to their mental health. In a similar vein  a number 
of psychology students went on an overnight 
camp to Sydney with Narrabundah College to 
meet with Holocaust survivors, recovering alcohol 
and drug addicts and learn about services for the 
homeless. While on a roll Betty then engaged 
the students with Steven Spellmaster – the stage 
hypnotist, who exposed the students to differing 
states of human consciousness.  To finish the 
year she then provided her classes with an 
opportunity to try some yoga at Bikram Yoga 
Canberra to reap the benefits of physical and 
mindful exercise. 

Erica Brown on the other hand drew the students 
in with assessment this year.  Market Day held in 
Term 2 gave students a taste of small business, 
as they did their best to empty the pockets of 
the eager Dickson College staff and students 
through promoting and selling their wares from 
hand made puddings to henna tattoos. The 
money raised  was used to support the student 

community in various ways. While in Term 3, 
Ericas’s classes developed an appreciation 
of how they perform under the presssure of 
an application/interview process as they were 
assessed on their application for a public service 
style job.

Meanwhile Leica Burt’s provided a challenge 
to 17 of her Legal Studies students this year 
through the  UC/BEACT Mock trial Competition.  
Competing in the mock trial students gained 
a greater understanding of advocacy and how 
to work together as a legal team. They all did 
an outstanding job and were successful for the 
second year in a row winning the Mock trial 
competition against Radford College.  

Lastly Conor Bendle took the political edge 
with Sociology students as he helped students 
to organize a student action group – Feminist 
& LGBTQ Action Group or F.L.A.P., the  aim 
of which is to explore ways to promote gender 
equality! The first action of F.L.A.P. was to get 
representatives of the ACT LGBTIQ Advisory 
Council to come and speak at Dickson College. 
The visit was informative for both the students 
AND the representatives, who were pleasantly 
surprised at how informed and passionate about 
these issues the students at Dickson are!
and the world…
From a more worldly perspective History was the 
front runner this year.

Christine Mya invited Russian born Dr. Kirill 
Nourzhanov, of  the CAIS (Centre for Arab and 
Islamic Studies) at ANU to share his perspectives 
with the Modern World History class. Themes 
included Russia relations with the US and 
western Europe, Russian foreign policies, the 
Cold War, as well as the Near Abroad.  Dr 
Nourzhanov’s sense of humour and breadth of 
knowledge captivated the students and opened 
their learning beyond what we read or hear about 
in the media here in Australia.

By the same token, Ben Goodwin treated the 
Roman Empire History students with a visit by 
Professor Paul Burton from the ANU. 
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Professor Burton challanged the students to think 
differently about the rise of Christianity in the 
Roman world and the impact it had on culture, 
politics and individuals in history as well as today 
in the 21st Century. 

Dion Oxley braved the early morning to take 
an exceptional group of History students to 
the Sydney Jewish Museum. The trip not only 
focused our attention on the historical significance 
of the Holocaust, but through listening to the 
articulate and emotional story of Holocaust 
survivor David, the role we each play as Global 
citizens to ensure the events are not forgotten. 
Dickson College history students were praised by 
the museum staff for their articulate and sensitive 
questions and comments. These students made 
insightful comments about their place in the 
global world, and the actions they can take to 
raise awareness of genocide and persecution. 
The trip cemented relationships and provided 
much hope for the future.

Closer to home I invited three of Dickson 
College’s students who are Muslim to visit the 
Sociology of Religion class, to offer the sociology 
students a greater understanding of muslim 
culture and first hand insight into Islam.  The 
three girls’ intricate knowledge of Islam helped to 
dispel myths and create new awarenesses for the 
sociology students of what it is like to be a Muslim 
in everyday Canberra.

While Graham Hansard asked the Geography 
students to re-design Canberra in an urban 
design project that focussed on living in an 
increasingly urbanised world. The project 
criteria demanded that students’ designs meet 
the contemporary global challenges of energy 
efficiency and sustainability but  be one that 
fosters a sense of community for its denizens.

Inspiration to become global citizens!
Conor Bendle also provided inspriation to his 
sociology students to become global citizens in 
organizing and excursion to attend a lecture at 
the ANU Gender Institute. Here,Ms Phumzile 
Mlambo-Ngcuka,  the United Nations Under-

Secretary-General and Executive Director of 
UN Women spoke about the UN’s mandate to 
promote  gender equality and the empowerment 
of women globally.  One of Dickson’s sociology 
students, Anthony Merlino, was chosen to put 
a question of his own to Ms Mlambo-Ngcuka, 
which got a great response and generated a lot of 
discussion.

While Ben Goodwin started the year facilitating 
several year 11 Global Studies students to attend 
the World Vision Global Leaders Conference, 
where they learnt about the causes and effects 
of the Rwandian Genocide.  Following the 
Conference, students raised $685 for the 40 Hour 
famine by running a cake stall and other events. 
In doing so the Global Studies students have 
shown dedication and compassion and have 
developed their team work and leadership skills 
in organising the fundraising. 

You may have read about these and other events 
in early newsletters.  In a global era it is vital 
that our students understand themselves, others 
and the world in which they live.  These are 
but a small sample of the many ways in which 
the Humanities Faculty give our students the 
inspiration and guidance to do so.
Kirk Zwangobani, Humanities SLC

Dickson College Humanities staff
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Library
It has been a great year, helping students connect 
with the world of information within and beyond 
the college library. We really enjoyed supporting 
students researching, reading, relaxing, 
connecting, collaborating and creating great 
assignments. 

It was an exciting year for all ACT government 
schools, with the introduction of OverDrive 
ebooks and audiobooks to Oliver, the library 
catalogue. There are thousands of fiction and 
non fiction books, available to download to most 
devices from anywhere, via the Backpack https://
backpack.act.edu.au . A great resource for 
holiday reading!

The Annual Library Writing Competition had lots 
of interesting entries. Congratulations to the 
winners – Kahlil Perusco, Lauren O’Flaherty and 
Brianna Muir, who each win $50. Their stories will 
be published in the Dickson College Library wiki 
and also in Glyph, the English faculty wiki. 

http://dckclib.wikispaces.com/library_writing_
competition

Thanks for all your book and movie chats, 
suggestions and comments, friendliness and fun. 
Best wishes to Year 12 for the future and we look 
forward to working with current and new students 
next year!

The Library Team – Lindy Hathaway, Gary 
Floyd, Julie England and Robert Brown.
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Mathematics

Dr Gloria Stillman leading students and the maths 
team through considering evidence from the 
Caroline Byrnes murder trial case.

Dickson students using maths modelling to 
investigate probability associated with the 
Melbourne Cup.

Teachers and students working together to 
analyse the evidence from the Caroline Byrne 
murder trial with Dr Stillman.

Real World Problem Solving in Maths

The maths faculty teamed up with representatives 
from Campbell and Lyneham High School on 
September 29 to learn how to use a real world 
problem as the focus of maths lessons.  Dr Gloria 
Stillman from the Australian Catholic University 
in Melbourne spent a day working with us at 
Dickson and taught a lesson using this maths 
modelling technique while our team of maths 
teachers observed. In the three weeks following 
the professional learning, we used the technique 
in our own classes and supported each other to 
teach a lesson based on a real world problem.  

Some students and classes were highly 
engrossed in the forensics and other real world 
problems we posed and continued to discuss the 
problem and the implications of the maths for 
long after the class had ended. Students thanked 
teachers for the work and at least one student 
commented that she had never been able to think 
about using the maths that she knew in a real life 
context like that before.

As a team, we intend continuing work on this 
project during professional learning work being 
done by the three schools in January and then to 
work again with Dr Stillman in semester 1 2015.

Dickson students using their work on maths 
network to track the path of Commissioner 
Gordon’s body in the third Batman movie.
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Angles of Canberra Competition

As part of this year’s Design Gate Festival 
of Ideas at Dickson, maths ran a competition 
called Angles of Canberra. The event was 
aimed at encouraging students to see maths 
in the everyday world.  The winner of the 
competition for 2014 was Patrick Connell . It 
was difficult to judge as several very high quality 
photos were submitted but Patrick’s photo of 
Parliament House had great lines and angles 
while also being emblematic of Canberra. Indigo 
Strudwicke and Kyra Ueckert-Smith submitted 
photos that were also particularly commended 
by the judges for their artistic merit.

Patrick Connell

 Kyra Ueckert-Smith

Indigo Strudwicke

On Friday 28 November Frank Fei attended the 
ICAS award ceremony at UNSW. Frank was 
awarded the medal for the top Year 12 Maths 
student in NSW and the ACT. Frank has worked 
incredibly hard to achieve this award. We’re all very 
proud of him and wish him well in his future studies.  

Frank was accompanied to Sydney by two of his 
teachers, Chris Hammerer and Tabatha Kellett
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SIEC / Refugee Bridging Program

The Secondary Introductory English Centre (SIEC) has had a partnership with Birrigai for many years.  
Each term the Intermediate class do a ‘day visit’ to this  unique Education Department facility.  It is 
situated in Tidbinbilla National Park  - a perfect setting for our new arrival students to meet Australian 
animals and providing excellent opportunities for language.

Visit to Birrigai
By David Nguyen  (13 years)

On Thursday the 20th of November, I1 and I2 went to Birrigai to have fun, to explore and to learn about 
Australian culture. We went there by bus.

First, we met a kind man, named Scott. He talked to us about Birrigai. Scott gave us some small and 
useful water bottles. After that, he gave us the hard but yummy cookies.

Later, we played a tricky game together. That game was adventure challenge. My team was the winner. 
Each person in my team worked hard. That game was very funny. We needed our brains when we played 
it. We had to walk on planks of wood. There were a lot of flies that ruined my excursion.

Next, we walked up the hill. It was steep, a bit rocky and very hot. Scott showed us very carefully how 
to play the new game. It was called Giant Swing. We wore a helmet, goggles and a belt. I was a little bit 
scared. It was exciting and funny. After the Giant Swing, we walked down the hill. I ate my lunch. I had a 
tasty hot dog, some rice and soft chicken.

Later, we cooked damper. It was yuck and horrible. We saw some tall emus and very nice kangaroos. 
Scott told us some information about the boomerangs. They are very famous in Australian indigenous 
culture. Finally, we went back to SIEC on the bus.   
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Student Well Being

Action Research Project:  
Student Wellbeing at College

Parent Survey

This survey is to help Dickson College 
Student Wellbeing Centre plan for next year 
and provide the supports that will be most 
useful for students.  We are examining what 
skills and sets of skills are most important 
for students to be successful at college and 
promote high levels of wellbeing.  We value 
your opinion and would highly value your input 
here:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/77G9WRR

There are only a few questions so the survey 
will only take a couple of minutes.

Victoria Margrain
Executive Teacher | Student Wellbeing
Email: victoria.margrain@ed.act.edu.au

*Please scroll down to read information for new 
students in 2015*
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Welcome to Dickson 
College
We are excited to welcome the parents of our 
year 11 and new students to the Dickson College 
community.  Being a parent of a college student 
is rewarding and at times can be challenging.  We 
hope you will consider us a key resource, along 
with your child’s class teachers, if you have any 
concerns regarding their attendance, progress, 
assessment or wellbeing.

There are a number of ways that parents can 
participate in the college community, such as 
parent representation on the College Board, or on 
the Dickson College P&C Association Executive. 
The Association holds a number of meetings each 
year, including special information nights on such 
topics as:

 Assessment

 Post-college pathways

 Year 12 Certificates and 

 ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admission 
Ranking)

Details of all meetings are published in the 
College Newsletter.

To help parents, the college offers information in 
the following ways:

 Information Session:  Understanding 
Certification – Monday 16th February 5:00pm-
6:00pm, followed by

 Meet the Teachers - a social function on 
Monday 16th February 6:00pm- 7:00pm

 Parent/Teacher Evenings. These evenings 
are held each semester.  

 Dickson College Newsletter.  You will 
receive details of college activities twice each 
term.  The Newsletter is sent by email.  Please 
ensure we have an accurate and current email 
address.

 Progress Reports are issued to all students 
prior to each Parent/Teacher Evening.  

These reports provide a brief summary of your 

son or daughter’s academic progress.  Detailed 
reports are provided at the end of each semester, 
giving written comments and details of grades 
and absences.

Year 11 Orientation Day

The first day for year 11 and new students is 
on Monday 2nd February 2015.  All continuing 
students will start the year on Tuesday 3rd 
February.

Year 11 Student Orientation 
Day Program 

Monday 2nd February 2015

8:45 Registration in the canteen area.  

9:15 Assembly

9:45 Tour of the school 

10:30 Recess:  Canteen open.

11:00 Activity 1:  Time Management at College

11:30 Activity 2:  Student Wellbeing Centre  
 processes

12:00 Activity 3:  College info

12:30 Activity 4:  Student Pathways 

1:00 Lunch – Canteen open & sausage sizzle  
 provided.

2:00 Activity 5:  Wellbeing Strategies

2:30 Finish

2:30 – 3:30  Library open for student ID cards
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Clubs & Community
This program is mandatory for all students and 
attendance is awarded recognition on the student’s 
academic record.  They meet once a week in small 
groups with their teacher and these groups are 
an important conduit for information, advice and 
checking for problems.  Tasks and topics covered 
in Clubs and Community include:

 Important administrative such as absence 
checks & contact details checks

 Package checks and advice

 AST preparation for students aiming for 
University entrance

 Post-school pathways planning for all 
students.  Student Pathways plans contain such 
items as resumes, examples of work, thoughts and 
reflections, and links to useful websites.

Year coordinators often contact students during 
Clubs to sort out problems for them.  Clubs 
is also a time when teaching staff will contact 
students about opportunities for work experience, 
apprenticeships, school representation, leadership 
opportunities & support schemes for university 
entrance.  It is advantageous to ensure your son 
or daughter has excellent attendance during clubs.

Study Skills
Dickson College Study Skills Program is open to 
all students at the college.  It is a tutorial support 
program where students can access help and 
guidance from trained staff who will also monitor 
their progress and communicate with parents/
carers and the Student Wellbeing Team as 
frequently as needed.  The program is designed to 
promote student wellbeing and academic success, 
with particular focus on:

 Smooth transition to college

 Time management and meeting deadlines

 Proof reading and editing for polished work
 Revision & study techniques to prepare for 
test conditions

 Building resilience and managing 

challenges such as anxiety, procrastination & 
time constraints

 Supporting students who have accessed 
special considerations, or who have a history of 
v grades or poor academic performance

 Case management for students who 
have a history of poor attendance

 Supporting students undertaking 
distance education courses

 Supporting students with learning 
difficulties and disabilities 

 Reducing reliance on special 
considerations

 Developing independence necessary 
for successful post-schooling experiences and 
further learning

 Support a “Response to Intervention” 
case management approach for the student 
wellbeing team

Students enrol in Study Skills as they would for 
any other class or may be referred by their year 
coordinator or their previous school.  They are 
then expected to attend and engage in school 
work just as they would in any other class.  All 
Study Skills classes are held in room N37 which 
is resources with networked computers, internet 
access, printing and phone facilities.

Student Progress & 
Individual Needs
Students are assessed continuously during 
college years.  It is essential that the school is 
made aware of any matters that may affect a 
student’s attendance or assessment as early 
as possible so that any necessary adjustments 
can be made.  Please contact your child’s 
year coordinator or a member of the Student 
Wellbeing Team if you want teachers made 
aware of any medical conditions, learning 
difficulties, challenging family circumstances or 
other important information that may be having 
an effect on your child’s progress.
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Attendance
Students are expected to attend all scheduled 
classes. A medical certificate is required if a 
student is absent on the day of an assessment 
task or test.

Board of Senior Secondary Studies (BSSS) 
policy states that if your attendance falls 
below 90% in any unit and you do not provide 
adequate documentary evidence to explain the 
absences, you will V grade the unit.

If you have been absent you have to hand in a 
‘Leave Form’ that is signed by a parent or carer 
to the Student Services Office. This makes 
it possible for us to turn your unexplained 
absences (A) into explained absences (L).

Explanations for absences must be considered 
to be a reasonable excuse under the Education 
and Training Directorate policy.  Examples of 
what is not considered a reasonable excuse 
include:

 having to work,  driving lessons or a 
driving test (students are expected to prioritise 
their education and arrange part-time jobs 
and other commitments around their school 
timetable and study schedule)

 sleeping in

 missing the bus

 studying for a test or completing 
homework or assignments (even if they are in 
the library or on site at Dickson College)

 long bus travel as they live far from 
Dickson College

Notes need to state the reason for the 
absence.  If they just say the student was 
absent, had personal issues or similar, they will 
be recorded as unexplained absences as the 
reason for the absence has not been given.

Parents and carers who supply email 
addresses to the college will be regularly 
notified of attendance issues.

Assessment
Students will be required to complete a number 
of assessment items for each unit (subject) 
they study throughout each semester.  The 
assessment schedule for each unit studied is 
given to the student at the beginning of each 
semester in the Unit Outline. Students will need 
to provide appropriate evidence acceptable to the 
College (eg. a medical certificate) if they require 
adjustments or alternative arrangements for 
assessment.

An assessment timetable will operate at the end 
of each semester, and students must be available 
during this period.  Extra-curricular activities and 
vocational programs should not be scheduled 
during this time.

A student can be granted special consideration 
in a case of prolonged absence which affects 
academic progress as long as clear documentary 
evidence of the health condition or special 
circumstances is supplied.

Students have the right to appeal against their 
assessment if they think they have been unfairly 
treated.

Support Services
Class teachers and Faculty Executive are the first 
point of contact if a student is having difficulty in a 
particular class.  

Year Coordinators are the best point of contact 
for matters affecting a student’s attendance or 
participation across a number of classes.  

The School Psychologist is available for 
appointments at Dickson College, in the Student 
Wellbeing Centre, 4 days per week. She is 
available to discuss a range of issues with students 
and parents on a confidential basis. Issues can 
include adjustment to College, personal and social 
concerns, family matters and health, learning 
difficulties, special education needs, attendance 
and community support agencies. 
Careers Advisors are happy to discuss the 
pathways available to students when they 
graduate from college. C
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Dress Code 
Students are expected to dress in a manner appropriate to an educational environment, and to meet 
safety requirements in workshop and practical areas such as chemistry labs.

Equipment & Stationery Supplies
Class teachers will advise students about the requirements for their individual courses.  For the orientation 
day on Monday 2nd February, students will only need to bring a pen and paper.  

Parental Contributions
Dickson College offers a broad curriculum, which will prove academically challenging and personally 
satisfying to students.  This curriculum is maintained with the financial support of parents to provide books, 
supplies and equipment.  The College Board has set the voluntary contribution as follows:

Voluntary Contribution Full Year Semester

  1 student $180  $90

  2 students $300  $150

Internet Fee   $50

P&C Contribution  $20

Book Admin Fee One-off (covering both Yr11 and Yr12 $80

Subject Contributions Per Semester, per class Variable, depending on class selections.

Subject Contributions (where applicable) are accrued each Semester and go towards consumables that 
are used in the classroom. If a student takes a subject more than once in any Semester, like Maths or 
Photography for example, they will be charged a fee for each class taken. 

In order to cover the costs of these consumables, the College Board asks parents/guardians to make 
a financial contribution towards the purchase of these materials or services.  Whilst these contributions 
are voluntary they are essential to maintaining the delivery of the course to a high standard.  To improve 
affordability we purchase course consumables in bulk thereby making savings that would not be available 
to students if they had to provide these items for themselves. 

There are also a number of courses which involve the use of consumable items, expensive raw materials 
or attract external charges. To assist with the costs incurred in operating these units additional specific 
contributions per semester are sought. Course costs can be refunded up to the time class changeovers 
finish.  Please apply to the Front Office for a refund.

Family Transaction Statements are sent out bi-annually, once per Semester, after classes are finalised.  
For families who experience difficulty in making these contributions, confidential arrangements can be 
made for payment in instalments or part payment.
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UAV Team 2014

The Dickson College UAV had a great year this year. It has been the largest team ever assembled at 
Dickson with over 70 students contributing to the project. This project has grown over the years and now 
we have firmly placed ourselves as educational leaders in the robotics and UAV fields in Australia. Many 
of the universities and industry organisations are taking an active role working with our students for great 
outcomes.

This year we had two community unmanned systems showcases held at Dickson College, a VEX 
robotics competition, numerous presentations at our industry, government and academic partners, field 
trips to Sydney and Brisbane and many hours at the airfield developing really cool UAVs. A great year all 
round.
Want to get involved in 2015? Come and talk to Andrew in the Engineering/ IT area.

Dickson College UAV students met with the Air Marshal Geoff Brown, 
Chief of the Royal Australian Air Force in front of the Triton UAV. 
Our plane is the one in the front!

Dickson College starts up 3-D manufacturing

Dickson College now has the capability to design, 

prototype and manufacture 3-D objects. Students 

can design objects in Autocad, Revet and Sketchup, 

prototype them on our 3-D printers and manufacture 

them using our plasma cutter.

               Dickson College’s 3-D printers in action.

UAV
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Dickson College to build road going car in 
2015

The Dickson College transportation engineering 
students will be embarking on a major project 
next year to build a full road legal car …. from 
scratch. The students will be learning about the 
engineering and road safety by designing and 
building this car. We will be building a “Clubman”, 
a two-seater sportscar. Keep an eye out next year 
for the Clubman Project.

.

Shippo talks to Tony about the Clubman 
project in front of a clubman.

Noah Ingham presented his independent ICT project, the Indoor Positioning System, at the end 
of November at the Northrop Grumman executives. They were very impressed. The best part 
his slides looked fantastic on the curved large screen.

Who is Roberta? 
Roberta the robot is a new development 

platform that our ICT and engineering students use 
to learn about robotics.She is about 2 metres tall and 
weighs about 200kgs. She can walk, talk, and even 
respond to interesting questions. 

Our engineering students are currently developing 
arms for her. Danger, Danger!!!!
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Dickson College Board Election

If you are keen to contribute to the governance of Dickson College, you should nominate for a position on 
the Dickson College Board. No prior experience is necessary.

The following positions are vacant:

1. Staff Member position x 1 (24 months)

2. Parent and Citizen Member position x 1 (24 months)

3. Student Member position x 2 (Yr 11 24 months; Yr 12 12 months)

Nominee Forms can be picked up from the Front Office during normal business hours (9am to 3pm 
Monday to Friday), or downloaded from the College website.

Nominations are to be submitted to the Front Office between 11am, 2 February 2015 and 11am 16 
February 2015.

You can submit your nomination via:

• Hand delivery to the Front Office

• Email to john.clink@ed.act.edu.au 

• mail to Assistant Returning Officer, c/- Dickson College front office

If an election is required, the voting period will be from 11am, 23 February 2015 to 11am, 2 March 2015.

In the event of an election, a short biography of each nominee would assist with the voting process. 

You are therefore invited to attach a biography when submitting your nominee form. 

For more information, contact the Assistant Returning Officer, 
Dr John Clink on 02 6142 0140.
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New next year!!! Do Chung Korean Martial Arts will be training after school 
in the gymnasium, from 4:15-5:15 on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Fitness 
and agility, general health, mental discipline, self defence. From absolute 
beginners to seasoned martial artists, you’re all welcome. Check www.
dckma.net for more details.


